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PREFABRICATION 


HE question of prefabrication has been in the 
headlines so frequently of late that it is felt that 
some statement is due to clear the air, to set out clearly 
what the term signifies when it is used. What are the 
possible advantages and disadvantages of prefabrication, 
and to what extent could it be employed in the building 
industry ? 
To encourage this clearing of the air we propose to 
set out some observations in the hope that the ex- 
onents will come forward with their opinions for the 
benefit of the others. To start with, there is the difficult 
question of defining the meaning of the word; the 
Oxford Dictionary, we notice, has not attempted it, 
though (in its addenda) it has tackled other examples 
of modern parlance, eg. “baloney.” However, to 
judge from the American technical periodicals, pre- 
fabrication suggests completely assembled buildings 
made at the factory. If this were taken literally it 
would immediately limit the scope of prefabrication, 
for there is a limit to the dimensions of a building which 
may be transported to the site along the public highway, 
ready for immediate occupation. Even this is not 


completely realisable because prepared ground supports 
and water, power and drainage services still have to be 
provided on the site. This definition must. not, there- 
fore, be taken as the only application of prefabrication. 


What are the other possible applications of pre- 


fabrication ? Completed sections of buildings ready 
for placing in position on the site; frameworks ready 
for erecting and clothing with prefabricated panel units ; 
structural units for walls and partitions, doors, windows, 
‘fitments, furniture and so on. If one continued thus 
down the scale one would finally reach the brick, which, 
after all, is the simplest of all the mass-produced building 
“units. Where must the line be drawn between stan- 
_ dardisation and prefabrication, or need the line be drawn? 


' As the highest order of prefabrication—that is, 
| complete factory-assembled buildings—is of such limited 

scope, the next lower stage then would be the complete 

set of factory-made parts for a standard type of building 
_ ready for delivery and rapid site erection. While this 
has more possibilities where dwelling-houses are cont 
cerned, it would involve mass-production on a large 
scale by a single enterprise to become an economical 
possibility. Even when produced at an economic 
works cost there is the added cost of transport, especially 
if the sites are dispersed or at great distances, which 
is to be anticipated if really large-scale mass-production 
'is an economic essential. Apart from manufacturing 
economics, what will be the reaction of the buying 
| public to a completely standardised) home? Such 
_ houses are likely to be as impersonal as their occupiers’ 
own motor car, and no doubt, like the motor car, the 
| choice of the colour scheme, from a limited range of 
standards, must be decided before delivery. Again, 
' owing to the shorter life of such buildings their pro- 
_ duction cost would have to be relatively less. 


The usefulness of prefabricated standardised building 
would appear to be generally limited to large-scale 
temporary building projects such as have been necessary 
during the war period for the housing of factory workers, 
evacuated persons, and the like. The next lower stage 
of prefabrication would be the mass-production of 
standardised parts capable of being employed in the 
construction of buildings with a limited number of 
different plan types. This form of prefabrication would 
have the same problems of short-term loans, transport 
from a central factory, etc. 

It would appear that the nearest approach to pre- 
fabrication that one can foresee as practicable in the 
near future would be the mass-production of building 
components to a limited number of types and of related 
dimensional standards. The dividing line, therefore, 
between prefabrication and standardisation becomes 
more difficult to define. 

There is not the slightest doubt that the machine must 
play an increasing part in building production and that 
site work must be reduced to a minimum. It is in this 
direction, therefore, that opportunities exist for research 
and new ideas for factory-made assemblies which will 
eliminate the saw and the chisel from the site, and it 
may be here that the new Committee for the Scientific 
and Industrial Provision of Housing can best play its 
part. It may be found possible to provide at the 
factory such assemblies as windows complete with 
fittings and glazing, or doors complete with locks and 
furniture and hung to frames, etc., ready for delivery 
without any further work to be done at the site beyond 
fixing in position. Standardised bathroom and kitchen 
layouts would enable plumbing work to be fabricated 
in the factory in convenient units and lengths, leaving 
the only site work requiring to be done the coupling up 
to the appliances. Standardised kitchen work would 
enable high-grade efficient fittings to be factory-made 
ready for placing in position in the building. 

To a large extent prefabrication is tied up ‘with dimen- 
sional co-ordination because plans must be designed on 
agreed standard units which will accept the mass- 
produced unit parts where these are available and 
suitable. Investigation may indicate that the shell/of 
the house will continue to be built on more or less 
traditional lines, but perhaps with factory-made flooring 
and roofing—structural units which will be capable of 
spanning without intermediate support between the 
external walls, leaving the interior space on each floor 
to be divided up at will, to individual taste, by means of 
unit factory-made partitions. The divisions to form 
bedrooms could no doubt be made by means of unit 
cupboard fittings and the like. Kitchens, bathrooms 
and staircases would necessarily be in fixed positions 
and the plumbing and fittings to these would be factory 
made ready for placing in position. It may even be 
found practicable-to produce the shell in the form of 
standardised framing to be enclosed by means of unit 
panels incorporating all necessary doors and windows. 
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NOTES Ann NEWS 


Distinction for Professor Abercrombie. 
Proressor Patrick ABERCROMBIE, 
Professor of Town Planning in the 
University of London, who has been 
recently appointed to supervise the 
replanning of London and the area 
surrounding the county, has been 
elected to an honorary fellowship at 
St. Catharine’s College, Cambridge. 


Leverhulme Scholarship in Architecture. 
Tue Leverhulme Scholarship ten- 
able at the Architectural Association 
School of Architecture, value £1,000, 
which includes payment of fees and 
maintenance for a period of five years, 
has been awarded this year to Mr 
David 8S. Roberts, of Gloucester. 


Production Control Appointments. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Oliver Lyttelton, 
Minister of Production, announced his 
list of Regional Controllers, among 
whom are the names of Mr. Percy 
Thomas, P-P.R.I.B.A. (Wales), and 
Col. H. B. Sankey (Midland). 


Quantity Surveyors’ Committee: 
Presidency. 

Mr. Atan Davson, F.S.I., has been 
elected Chairman for the coming year 
of the Quantity Surveyors’ Committee 
of the Chartered Surveyors’ Institu- 
tion. Extracts from the Committee’s 
annual report are given on page 11. 


Mr. George Hicks and National 
Federation. 

Mr. Georce Hicks, M.P., Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Works and Planning, is to address the 
half-yearly meeting of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Em- 
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ployers in the Connaught Rooms on 
Wednesday, July 8. Mr. Thomas 
Howarth, O.B.E., J.P., President of 
the Federation, is to. preside. 


Government of Northern Ireland. 

Tue post of Senior Architect to the 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Government 
of Northern Ireland, is open. Candi- 
dates for the post, which carries a 
salary of £800-£30-£1,000, must be 
Fellows or Associates of the R.I.B.A. 
Applications should be sent to the 
Assistant Secretary (Establishments), 
Ministry of Finance, Stormont, 
Belfast. 
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London’s Blitzed Churches. 

In the report of the War Damage 
Committee to the London Diocesan 
Conference, the Rev. 8. A. Eley dis- 
closed that 13,350 churches, vicarages, 
halls and schools had been damaged 
or destroyed by air raids in the Lon- 
don area. Only three of the City’s 45 
churches had not claimed for war 
damage. 


Deputy County Architect, Essex. 

Mr. Harotp Conoiiy, A.R.1.B.A., 
Bradford City. Architect, has been 
appointed Deputy County Architect of 
Essex. Mr. Conolly expects to leave 
Bradford towards the end of Septem- 
ber. Mr. Conolly was educated at 
Wakefield Grammar School, the 
School of Architecture of Leeds 
College of Art, and Leeds Technical 
College. He was chief assistant with 
George W. Atkinson and Partners. In 
1936 he was appointed Bradford 
Deputy City Architect, and City 
Architect in 1939. 


‘* The Builder ’’: Back Issues. 

WE express our grateful thanks to 
those readers who so kindly sent us 
copies of The Builder for February 6. 
These enabled us to replace certain 
overseas orders which had been lost. 





COMING EVENTS 
Saturday, July 4. 
INSTITUTE OF QuaANTITY SURVEYORS. 
Meeting at 30, Bedford Square, W.C. 
2.30 p.m. 


Saturday, July 11. 
A.A.S.T.A. Debate on‘ Reconstruction: 
Has the Time Come for Preparing 
Schemes.”” At London School of Hygiene, 
Keppel Street, W.C. 2.30 p.m. 
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”.),3! THE LATE SIR EDWIN COOPER 


AN APPRECIATION. 

Tue death of Sir Edwin Cooper at a 
time when his experience was most 
needed is a great loss. His contribu- 
tions to architecture are in a category 
of their own of which the present 
generation has scant knowledge. He 
was primarily a Londonist, becoming 
identified with the City at an early 
stage in his career. But he remained 
apart from his professional contem- 


poraries and maintained a_ sturdy 
independence. There is much _ to 
admire in the spirit of detachment 


which prefers the pursuit of an ideal 
to transient acclamation. Yet he 
formed the centre of a circle of artistic 
friends, and to those who knew him 
intimately he appeared as an elder 
brother. 

Thus, in his office at Gray’s Inn, in the 
studios of artists and the workshops of 
craftsmen, he was regarded with admira- 
tion. It is not surprising that his sensi- 
tive nature resented the decline of stan- 
dards of etiquette. 

Edwin Cooper was born in 1873, and 
as a young architect he entered the lists 
in the tumultuous years of the late 
‘nineties, so that his tastes: were formed 
in rebellion to the competition manners 
of that time. 

Possessed of a logical mind, with de- 
cided gifts for organisation, it was 
natural that Cooper should show his skill 
in a preference for planning. It is there- 
fore about this branch of his work that 
all his subsequent successes as an archi- 
tect revolve. His designs in three dimen- 
sions invariably proceeded from the plan, 
and reacted back on the internal and 
external perspective of all his buildings. 
Thus it was as an expert planner, one of 
the foremost of his day, that he was en- 
couraged to study the grandeur of Roman 
architecture. It was by intensive investi- 
gation of planning on the great scale that 
he achieved the masterly layout of the 
building for the Port of London Autho- 
rity on Tower Hill. Those who viewed 
his works as frustrated opponents cared 
little for his devotion to Piranesi, and 
misinterpreted the ideal he held in con- 
stant view. Then began that long and 
determined resistance to irrelevant criti- 
cism which he never relaxed. It is per- 
haps to be regretted that the architec- 


tural profession should. be prone to 
engender petty jealousies, and that 
painful controversies should take the 


place of mutual trust and comradeship. 
This old order of things, however, is in 
process of change; it has had its day, 
and will not survive the shock of present 
calamities. 

Once Edwin Cooper had made up his 
mind he would not déviate from his pur- 
pose, and he continued to justify his 
claims by fresh achievements; there was 
no turning back. New types of design and 
fresh elevations were pursued with the 
same zest for perfection, the same regard 
for geometrical planning, and the admis- 
sion’ of every possible modifi¢ation. 
Although the list of his buildings is not 
unduly long, the buildings in themselves 
are mostly vast, and the same ingenuity 
of arrangement attends them all. 

But another aspect of the life work of 
Sir Edwin Cooper remains to be recorded, 
and this concerns his veneration for 
London. Some thiriy years ago a group 
of architects met to discuss the formation 
of a society to further the interests of the 
Metropolis. Among the members were 
Cooper, Rickards, Adshead, Raffles Davi- 
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son and Richardson. The result of this 
meeting was the formation of the London 
Society, with the late Sir Aston Webb 
as president. It speaks well for the 
memory of Edwin Cooper, then in the 
first flush of fame, that he gave so much 
time to the furtherance of this cause. 

Edwin Cooper was now recognised to be 
a force. He had built the Town Hall at 
Hull and the New Town Hall at Maryle- 
bone. He was engaged on the Port of 
London building, and had gathered round 
him a loyal md of assistants. For it is 
not to be imagined that an individual 
architect works unaided. His may be the 
directing force, but the minute details of 
practice require practical consideration, 
especially in buildings of great size. As a 
result of enhanced reputation the task of 
cehealing Lloyd’s was entrusted to him, 
and here he gave full accent to his predi- 
lections for Piranesian display. In the 
meantime he was completing the Bio- 
chemical School at Cambridge, and St. 
Hilda’s College at Oxford, as well as the 
Star and Garter Home at Richmond, and 
the branch at Sandgate. Then followed 
the Custom Hall building at Tilbury and 
a mansion at Gatton, Surrey. In all his 
works scope was given to craftsmen, for he 
had little sympathy for synthetic materials 
or reflecting surfaces. The work he held 
in the greatest regard was the Library he 
designed for the Benchers of Gray’s Inn. 

Au architect’s ‘ife cannot fail to be one 
of disillusionment; even when it is seem- 
ingly successful it is sure to be accom- 
panied by disappointments. The triumph, 
however, lies not so much in what js ulti- 
mately attained as in the joy of being up 
and doing. Thus, while some critics may 
prefer to judge an architect’s career by a 
superficial study of his buildings, and to 
pass over much achievement by anony- 
mous and trivial references, those in a 
ketter position to judge can offer the truest 
story. 

The life work of Sir Edwin Cooper 
stands as an exemplar. It was conducted 
with tenacity of purpose, and belief in a 
classical ideal. It was lit up by great 
brilliancy in planning. In a sentence, he 
accomplished all he set out to do. As 
Treasurer of the Royal Academy he 
fulfilled a trusteeship originally the privi- 
lege of Sir William Chambers. 

Architects who knew Sir Edwin inti- 
mately will recall the friend and adviser, 








they will carry memories beyond ordinary 
knowledge. They will think of him as an 
architect devoted tc his work, with a tem- 
perament alternately judicial and benevo- 
lent. He was attached with passion to 
architecture, and if he was prejudiced in 
any degree it was against innovations 
which he thought detrimental to the art. 
If a more exact portrait is needed, it is 
only necessary to recall the impressions 
of one who knew him in private life. ‘‘ Sir 
Edwin was a close observer of character 
and given to wise decisions. His crafts- 
men never failed to ask his advice on 
matters of detail. He had a flair for 
furniture and decoration and a rare taste 
for books and pictures. His hobby was 
the study of water colours, and he 
delighted especially in the works of the 
English school of painters.”’ 

His was a full life; while others talked 
he laboured incessantly, and, though beset 
with ups and downs, he never faltered 
from his main purpose, Neither can he be 
said to have been unhappy in the manner 
of his death, which came upon him 
suddenly in the surroundings of his office. 


ANON. 


Epwin Cooper, a Yorkshireman, was 
born in 1873. He served architectural 
articles and also studied in Italy and 
France. He was successively in partner- 
ship with Messrs. Hall and Davis, and 
S. B. Russell, F.R.I.B.A., but for many 
years had been in practice on his own. He 
designed and executed a number of 
important buildings, chief among them 
being the Port of London Authority 
building on Tower Hill (of which draw- 
ings for a new rotunda are on view at the 
current R.A. Exhibition); Marylebone 
Town Hall and its extension; the new 
Lloyd’s; the Royal Mail building; St. 
Mary’s Hospital extension and Medical 
School; the Devonport School of Path- 
ology and Nurses’ Home, Greenwich; 
the Holker Law Library, Gray’s Inn; the 
Riddell Home, St. Thomas’s Hospital ; 
and Tilbury Custom Hall. Other work 
includes Hull Guildhall and Law Courts; 
the Star and Garter War Memorial; the 


National Provincial Bank, Prince’s- 
street; Cranleigh Schools additions; St. 
Hilda’s College, Oxford; Bryanston 


School additions. Dorset; and the College 
of Nursing and Cowdray Club. More 
recently he designed new buildings for 
the South London Hospital for Women, 
and a library at Marylebone and crema- 
torium at Finchley for St. Marylebone. 
Of a number of houses, Gatton Park, 
Surrey, built for the late Sir Jeremiah 
Colman, was perhaps chief. 

Many were the distinctions conferred on 
him. He was knighted in 1923, but an even 
more signal honour was the award in 1931 
of the Royal Gold Medal in Architecture. 
He was elected A.R.A. in 1930 and R.A. 
seven years later. He was Governor of the 
Star and Garter Homes, and a member 


of council of the Nation’s Fund for 
Nurses, the National Trust, and the 
London Society. Recently he was 


appointed Regional Deputy Commissioner 
for N.E. London. A rare distinction was 
his election in 1937 as an honorary mem- 
ber of Lloyds. In the same year he suc- 
ceeded Sir Edwin Lutyens as President 
of the Incorporated Association of Archi- 
tects and Surveyors. He had been a 
Fellow R.I.B.A. since 1903, and had 
served on the Council. He is survived by 
his widow and son (Lieut. Peter Cooper. 
at present serving with the R.N.V.R.) 
and daughter. A memorial service was 
held on Saturday last at St. Murtin’s-in- 
the-Fields. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


{Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not necessaril 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who will 
oblige us if they will express their views as briefly 
as possible.) 


Unity in the Architectural Profession. 
To tHE Epitor oF The Builder. 
Srr,—In the issue of your journal 
for June 19 there was a letter from 


a correspondent signing himself 
*‘F.R.ILB.A.” In it he refers to his 
previous letter which you printed 


some weeks ago, and suggests that as 
no reply has been forthcoming from 
the unnamed societies which he 
impugns his “speculations’’ were not 
ill-founded. His letters might have 
been more convincing if he had had 
the elementary decency to attach his 
real name to them. 

Our attention was called to the 
original letter of your anonymous 
correspondent as containing an 
indirect reflection on, amongst others, 
this Association, but we decided to 
treat the contribution with the con- 
tempt which anonymity nearly always 
deserves. Since, however, your corre- 
spondent, who is apparently afraid to 
disclose his name, has taken further 
advantage of the generosity of a 
reputable journal to repeat his attack, 
and, as failure on this Association’s 
part to reply might be misunderstood, 
the following observations are made, 
not by way of reply to your correspon- 
dent, but for the consideration of your 
readers who may have read his drivel 
and have been deceived by it. 

On your correspondent’s first question, 
whether an architect would join an alter- 
native society if he could just as easily 
gain admission to the R.I.B.A., I should 
say the answer is ‘‘ Yes,’’ judging by the 
number of I.A.A.S. members who are 
also members of the R.I.B.A. and its 
Allied Societies. These people seem 
‘‘ wise in their generation’’; they have 
joined the I.A.A.S. because they recognise 
its ‘‘ live-wire’’ policy and the good work 
it has done and is doing for the architec- 
tural profession. Indeed, I am prepared 
to wager that the R.I.B.A. would welcome 
to membership any of the I.A.A.S. archi- 
tect members who are not already con- 
nected with the R.I.B.A. and that not one 
of them would be refused. 

The policy of the I.A.A.S. in regard 
to membership appears to differ very little 
from that of the R.i.B.A. In both cases 
some members are admitted on practice 
qualification, and others by examination. 
But, whilst it is common knowledge that 
any bona-fide architect or architectural 
assistant (provided he be registered) has 
no difficulty in being elected—if he thinks 
it worth it—an L.R.I.B.A., it is a very 
different thing to propose—as your 
anonymous correspondent does—that the 
R.I.B.A. should invite and be prepared 
to elect any registered architect to mem- 
bership. I can imagine that such a pro- 
posal would be deeply resented by hona- 
fide architect members of the R.I.B.A., 
and especially those. members who have 
qualified by examination, and that your 
columns would be taxed by letters of pro- 
test from such people, who. would have no 
diffidence about giving their names and 
addresses with the courage of which your 
correspondent “FE RES.A.”’ seems 
devoid. 

Perhaps I am wrong. but I was under 
the impression that with the advent of 
the Registration Act, 1938, the R.I.B.A. 


THE BUILDER 


would close its doors to membership except 
by examination. To indulge in wholesale 
admission would mean the beginning (or 
should I say the middle?) of the end of 
the R.I.B.A. I submit there is room for 
both the R.I.B.A. and the I.A.A.S8. in the 
post-war era, and, in conclusion, let me 
warn ‘‘ F.R.I.B.A.”’ that unity in the pro- 
fession cannot be brought about by 
sabotage, and even if it could be, the 
saboteur would need to possess the courage 
and intelligence which your correspondent 
quite definitely lacks. 
G. B. J. AtHos, 
General Secretary. 
The Incorporated Association of 
Architects and Surveyors, 
75, Eaton-place, S.W 


To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

S1r,—The leader on “ Unity in the 
Architectural Profession ’’ published 
in your last issue, while dealing admir- 
ably with the desirability of unifica- 
tion, omits to gomment upon the im- 
plications of the method ‘‘F.R.I.B.A.” 
would adopt to bring it about. As this 
is a matter of vital importance to both 
architects and surveyors, may I be 
permitted to enlarge upon it, after first 
addressing to “F.R.I.B.A.” some perti- 
nent questions :— 

Regarding his speculation that many 
architects join bodies other than the 
R.I.B.A. purely to use certain affixes 
without the trouble of sitting a qualifying 
examination, I would ask him the follow- 
ing questions :— 

1. Would a counter speculation that 
he desires to bring these other bodies 
into contempt be correct? 

Does he believe that they admit 
all and sundry to membership without 
thoroughly examining their bona-fides ? 

3. Will he state what form the ex- 
amination takes to obtain the Licentiate- 
ship of the R.I.B.A.? 

4. Why does he suggest that the 

. practice of promotion direct from Licen- 
tiate to Fellow should cease, when obvi- 
ously the Council of the R.I.B.A. has 
been satisfied with that procedure? 

The subject of unity has been debated 
in your correspondence columns time and 
time again, but how it can ever be 
achieved without first admitting the pro- 
fessional equality of all registered archi- 
tects irrespective of membership of any 
organised body is beyond my comprehen- 
sion. The Architects’ Registration Coun- 
cil is a body constituted under law to be 
the competent authority and judge of any 
individual’s qualifications, and to suggest, 
as ‘‘ F.R.I.B.A.”’ does, that the R.I.B.A. 
should admit all registered architects 
solely with the idea of maintaining that 
organisation’s dominating position on the 
Council is pure chicanery. 

Does ‘‘ F.R.I.B.A.”’ believe that some 
4,500 unattached architects in this coun- 
try (who have got along very well up to 
date) would fall for such a move, and at 
the same time accept an inferior status 
within the R.I.B.A.? If so, he puts their 
intelligence and dignity at a very low 
level. 

‘* F.R.1.B.A.”’ seems to aim at the dis- 
integration of all bodies other than the 
R.I.B.A. Unity will never be attained 
until this attitude is dropped. The first 
step to unity should be the admission of 
equalitv. Equality can only be brought 
about by the general acceptance of the 
Architects’ Registration Council as the 
supreme governing body of the profession. 
The first essential to such acceptance 
should be that the Council is not packed 
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with members of any one of the existing 
organisations. As I see it, this point will 
not be clarified until all the existing 
bodies merge into one where their identi- 
ties are lost, and surely this is not too big 
a price to pay for unity. I venture to 
suggest to ‘‘ F.R.I.B.A.”’ that this cannot 
and should not be brought about by a 
process-of exhaustion. The first requisites 
are goodwill and freewill. 

If, as I suspect, ‘‘ F.R.I.B.A.”’ desires 
the disruption of all other bodies, I would 
remind him that interests other than those 
of architects have to be considered. There 
are bodies having mixed membership of 
architects and surveyors. If the archi- 
tects desert, what becomes of the sur- 
veyors? They were very welcome col- 
laborators of architects at the time these 
bodies were formed, and their position is 
no less complex. Many experienced sur- 
veyors have (owing to various circum- 
stances) found it impossible to complete 
their examinations beyond the interme- 
diate stage of their parent body. Would 
the Chartered Surveyors’ Institution wel- 
come them back into the fold on an equal 
footing with others it has in the past 
taken in owing to their association with 
other bodies? The break-up of mixed 
organisations would deny to such men pro- 
fessional communion, as it would to all 
surveying members of these bodies. Self- 
interest is a human failing, but would it 
not be carrying this too far to walk out 
on the survevors without first considering 
their future? 

We live in revolutionary times and 
should adjust our minds individually and 
collectively. If the leaders of all the 
professional bodies approached this matter 
with open, generous and liberal minds, I 
believe the unity which we all desire 
could be brought about. 

Eltham, Kent. 


of Small and Medium-sized 
Builders. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Srr,—Since the publication of your 
leading article on May 29, in which 
you invited your readers to state 
where, in their belief, the answer lies, 
I have noticed that the National 
Federation of Building Trades Em- 
ployers have been engaging them- 
selves in a good deal of correspondence 
intended, presumably, to secure their 
claim to represent the interests of the 
smaller builders, but. I have been un- 
able to discern any attempt to make 
a definite statement upon the question 
at issue—‘‘ Where does the answer 
lie? ” 

Having myself put forward proposals 
on this subject which I earnestly believe 
would, if adopted extensively, go a long 
way towards solving many problems 
facing the industry, I feel sure that the 
majority of builders would be glad to 
know where, in the Federation’s belief, 
the answer to this question lies, and 
whether, in view of the oft-repeated state- 
ment by Government spokesmen that ‘‘ it 
is up to the industry to organise itself to 
meet the needs of the present and the 
future (the past being gone for ever),” 
the Federation intends taking any active 
steps in this direction. 

I look forward with interest to an early 
and clear statement of the Federation’s 
policy in regard to this most urgent 
matter. 


CONFRERE. 


Future 


D. G. Howarp. 

Mitcham, Surrey. 

[Details of some of the National Federation‘s 
efforts on behalf of the smaller builders are referred 
to in the Federation’s half-yearly report, printed on 
page 12.—EpD.] 
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GENERAL VIEW. 


MEMORIAL CLOISTER, 
ST. JOHN’S PARISH CHURCH, 
HAMPSTEAD. 


MESSRS. H. V. ASHLEY & WINTON 
NEWMAN, FF.R.I.B.A., 
ARCHITECTS 


THE LITTLE CLOISTER*IN THE ADDITIONAL BURIAL 
ground adjoining and belonging to the Hamp- 
stead Parish Church in Church-row was erected 
to provide space for memorial tablets, the burial 
ground itself being rapidly filled; it also provides 
a quiet resting-place and shelter from the 
weather. The inscription on the south-east 
corner of the Cloister, from one of Arthur Mee’s 
books, is: ‘‘ There is no death. The dust we 
tread shall change beneath the summer showers 
to golden grain, or metlow fruit, or rainbow- 
tinted flowers. And ever near us, though 
unseen, the dear immortal spirit treads. For 
all the boundless universe is life. There is no 
death. ef 

The cloister was erected in 1940. The super- 
structure is of buff brick, with English oak 
posts, beams and shaped ceiling, the roof being 
finished with buff hand-made tiles with a cast- 
lead gutter with symbols of St. John and the 
See of Westminster modelled thereon by Mr. 
Esmond Burton, who was also responsible for 
the stone cross and carving. The builders 
were Tayvener and Sons. The oakwork was 
by J. P. White and Sons, Ltd., and the roof 
tiles by R. Y. Ames. Although the work was 
carried out during the war, it is good to note 
that all the workers were imbued with making 
a ‘‘craftsman’s job,’ the whole being a credit - 
to English craftsmanship, thus ensuring a lasting 
memorial. DETAIL OF CLOISTER. 
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DIAL HOUSE, 
CHILMARK, 
WILTS. 


MR. W. J. KIEFFER, 
ARCHITECT 


THE PROBLEM HERE CONSISTED OF 
converting a small house and outbuild- 
ings into a country house. Photographs 
and plan show how this has been 
carried out. The extra accommoda- 
tion has been provided by extending 
in both directions and linking the out- 
buildings to the main building with the 
kitchen quarters. The local character 
has been maintained in the design, and 
the gardens have been laid out so as 
to give a complete setting to the whole 
thing. Local stone was used. Intern- 
ally the dining-room was panelled in oak 
in the Jacobean manner with a carved 





ANOTHER VIEW OF GARDEN ROOM. 
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VIEW LOOKING TOWARDS GARDEN ENTRANCE. 





VIEW LOOKING TOWARDS GARDEN ROOM. 


fireplace surround. The oak staircase 
has been carried out in the traditional 
manner with carved newels and finials 
and pierced and moulded balusters. 
Buildings on the opposite side of the 
road facing the house have been used 
for the music room, garage and work- 





THE PORTIONS OF PLANS 
BLACKED-IN INDICATE THe 
OLD BUILDINGS. 


shops, together with a gardener’s cot- 
tage. The house is lighted from its 
own plant and is centrally heated 
throughout. The contractors were 
Messrs. Wort and Way, of Salisbury, 
and the carving was carried out by 
Messrs. James Walker, Ltd. 




















THE TOWN PLANNING 
INSTITUTE ~~ 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 


Tue Presipent (Mr. R. H. Mattocks) 
took the chair at the annual general meet- 
ing of the Town Planning Institute, held, 
on June 19, at. Caxton Hall. The meeting 
was addressed by Mr. Henry Strauss, 
M.P., Joint Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Works and Buildings. 


THE PRESIDENT reported that the ques- 
tion of the provision of planners for post- 
war planning and reconstruction had been 
receiving much consideration by several 
Committees, and at his request a pre- 
liminary report on the recruitment and 
training of planners had been submitted 
to Lord Balfour of Burleigh, Chairman of 
the Education Group of the Consultative 
Panel of the Ministry of Planning. All 
committees had come to the conclusion 
that any lowering of the standards of 
qualification would be against the interests 
both of the nation and the profession. 
Attention was also being given to the 
question of refresher courses at the end 
of the war, with special reference to post- 
war planning and to the matter of the 
completion of education for partially 
trained planners when hostilities ceased. 
In all these matters the interests of those 
serving with H.M. Forces would be care- 
fully watched. 

Among the matters dealt with by the 
T.P.I. Research and Planning Group had 
been that of amending legislation. The 
report prepared by the Group was adopted 
by the Council and forwarded to the 
Minister of Health and Minister of Works 
and Buildings. A memorandum had been 
submitted to the Committee on Land 
Utilisation in Rural Areas (Lord Justice 
Scott’s Committee). 

The number of members at present 
serving in H.M. Forces was 250. During 
the year 89 new members had been elected. 

In spite of the fact that there had been 
a number of withdrawals owing to war 
duties, the number of Institute candidates 
for the Final Examination was 109, an 
exceeded the previous highest number of 
92 in 1937. After the present year the 
Institute prize would be discontinued, but 
a similar prize would be awarded by the 
Town Planning Joint Examination Board 
to the candidate who obtained the highest 
marks in the examination, irrespective of 
which institution the candidate entered. 

It was reported that an Irish branch had 
been formed, and that the Scottish branch, 
North of England Division and South 
Wales Group had been active with meet- 
ings and conferences. The Town Planning 
Officers’ Section had considered the 
question of the more active participation 
by planning officers in research work for 
planning and reconstruction, and a sub- 
committee was now working out details 
of a suggested survey and notation, Col. 
W. S. Cameron (City Engineer of Leeds) 
was elected President for 1942-43. 


Mr. Strauss’s Speech. 
In the generation that followed the be- 
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‘“HILLWORTH,” BECKENHAM, KENT 
MR. ALFRED COX, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT 


THIS HOUSE WAS BUILT IN 1899, AND WAS 
It is hoped to restore it on the original lines as soon as circum- 
In order to overcome a condition to set back 50 ft.-on either 


was done. 
stances permit. 


‘ 


* BLITZED ’’ IN 1941, WHEN MUCH DAMAGE 


frontage, it was decided and agreed to maintain as far as possible two existing 
cottages of which the consulting surgery and drugs form a portion. Then the 


new part was set back parallel to Court’s Down-road, then newly made. 
explains the change of direction in the plan. 

exception of that containing the surgery part. 
above a red-brick plinth, with brick chimneys and a tiled roof. 
garden is enclosed by a wrought-iron railing 


either side. The path is flagged with 
the mown turf. 



































This 
The front is all new, with the 
The materials are rough cast 
The entrance 
and gate, with yew hedges on 
margins of roofing tiles on edge next to 
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ginning of modern town planning in 1909, 
said Mr. Srravuss, we suffered in England 
a greater destruction of the beauty of town 
and country at a quicker rate than had 
ever been experienced anywhere in time of 
peace; and, with notable exceptions, the 
destruction was nowhere greater than in 
the areas that were town-planned. If we 
were honest we should admit that the 
failure of planning was due both to inade- 
quate Acts of Parliament giving inadequate 
powers and to inadequate planning 
authorities failing to use the powers that 
were given them. He was delighted to be 


able recently to inform the House of 
Commons that the objective of the Govern- 
ment’s policy was to secure the right use 
of the land of the country for all purposes, 
and to add ‘for this existing planning 
powers are known to be inadequate, and 
it will be necessary to introduce legislation 
substantially amending, strengthening and 
extending the present Saw.” He could not 
give them any details of that legislation. 
The Government were awaiting the final 
report of Mr. Justice Uthwatt’s Committee 
and the report of Lord Justice Scott’s Com- 


mittee, and it was right that Parliament 
should be the first to hear any particulars 
of forthcoming legislation. 

“‘The acceptance of the principle of 
national planning means at least this,” 
declared the speaker. ‘‘ Never again will 
it be possible for a Minister in either 
House, when some scandalous destruction 
of town. or countryside or reckless 
squandering of our inheritance is brought 
to light, to disclaim all interest and 
responsibility and: to treat the matter as 
the exclusive affair of the Local Authority 
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of the area in question. It is the affair of 
the Local Authority, but it is also the 
affair of the nation.” 

He continued : The most important fault 
in our town and country planning hitherto 
was, perhaps, this : that such planning had 
too often been thought of merely in the 
form of maps showing the lines of roads 
and indicating zones and land uses. As 
long as it was so conceived, town planning 
would certainly fail. Its success would 
judged by what it looked like to the 
inhabitant of the completed town or 
village. Without architecture, town plan- 
ning was useless or even mischievous, 

Unfortunately, there was the most wide- 
spread and disastrous ignorance of what 
architecture means. Architects were 
thought of as a luxury, as fellows who 
add ornament to buildings otherwise com- 
plete, instead of as planners who should 
be consulted from the beginning, and who 
were to-day prepared to build cities and 
streets as worthy of the twentieth century 
as Bath was of the eighteenth. The cinema 
company might have known its public 
when it boasted that in its theatre there 
was not a square foot not covered by deco- 
ration. ‘‘ The idea is false,’’ he added, 
‘that uniformity produces monotony. In 
no great age of architecture have people 
been frightened of uniformity. Who would 
complain of the uniformity of the terraces 
of Bath, of Nash’s London, or of the 
Bloomsbury squares? It is an illusion to 
think that the bijou baronial and mock- 
Tudor villas and cosy palaces of the by- 
pass are rendered less horrible by the fact 
that each differs’ from its neighbour. 
Uniformity of horror is, of course, 
horrible, but you do not get a better result 
by breaking the uniformity so as to get a 
variety of horror.’’ 

There was a real danger of destroying 
both town and country by slavish adher- 
ence to and misunderstanding of formule 
for density of building. ‘‘ So many houses 
to the acre’ might be right as an indica- 
tion of the amount of open space required 
in a district as a whole. It was dis- 
astrously wrong if it was interpreted as a 
direction how to build. When districts 
which had been destroyed by enemy action 
were rebuilt, he trusted that the street, 
the square and the crescent, and not the 
individual house, would be regarded as the 
unit, There was no reason whatever why 
we should not again create in our own 
idiom the compact and intimate beauty of 
our loveliest villages and towns. 

Transport was a good servant but a bad 
master. For some years we seemed to 
accept the barbarous doctrine that it was 
more important to travel from A to B 
quickly than that either A or B or the 
places between them should be fit. to live 
in. While on the one hand we madly 
sacrificed existing town and village to the 
imagined convenience of motor traffic, on 
the other hand, we starved that traffic of 
the good communications which ought to 
have been provided and maintained. No 
sooner had a. new road been built, at great 
public expense, than its utility was 
destroyed by ribbon building. After a 
short interval there was a demand for a 
by-pass to by-pass the by-pass, and so on 
ad infinitum. The evil of. ribbon building 
was universally recognised by the intel- 
ligent, and it was dealt with in every way 
except the right one—to stop it. It was 
never stopped. 

_ Mr. Strauss pleaded for a higher status 
for the town and country planner in the 
hierarchy of Local Government. ‘‘ On 
him,’’ he coneluded, ‘‘ more than on any- 
one else, our environment will depend. He 
must make full use of the specialised 
knowledge of architect, engineer and 
surveyor, and, since town planning is an 
affair of three dimensions and will fail 
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unless good architecture is achieved, he 
must, if he is not an architect himself, 
advice from the 


enjoy architectural 
outset.” 
Discussion. 


Proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Strauss, CoLoNeL W. S. CAMERON said that 
a year ago the Institute was privileged 
to hear Lord Reith, who said, ‘* Plan 
boldly and comprehensively. Do not let 
anything, stand in the way.’ At the 
moment it was exceedingly difficult to 
deal with anything except interim develop- 
ment with regard to planning owing to the 
number of assistants who had been called 
up. There was no such thing as indefinite 
deferment, so that planning was almost at 
a standstill. He would like to know 
whether any steps were being taken to 
allow the deferment of planners. 

In dealing with the control of buildings 
in cities which are hilly, it was much more 
difficult to get a harmonious whole than 
in the case of level streets. It was, to his 
mind, necessary in such cases to have a 
prepared design of each street and to have 
revisional control which would require 
alteration in the shape of shop fronts to 
conform with the general lines of the 
street, in order to prevent discord. It 
would be a good plan to have a complete 
set of overlapping photographs of all the 
buildings in the street. 

Seconding the resolution Mr. W. Dosson 
OHAPMAN said that when planners had 
been unable to do that which was desirable 
the reason had been, ninety-nine times 
out of a hundred, that legislation did not 
permit them to do so, and the other one 
per cent.. was because the local authorities 
had not appreciated the situation. With re- 
gard to uniformity, there was everything 
to be said against the pseudo-Tudor design 
of some of our buildings in the suburbs. 
But he would hate to see any Government 
Department charged with the responsi- 
bility for design of buildings all over the 
country. Was. it not strange that where- 
ever we went we could tell the Post Office 
building because it was design No. 6a 
or 6b out of a drawer in the Ministry of 
Works? 

Mr. W. R. Davince suggested that. no 
planning could be effective until ribbon 
development was controlled by the Central 
Planning Authority and the local plan- 
ning authority. The Downs must be pre- 
served at all costs. He would like to 
point out that a planning scheme pre- 
pared for the West Sussex County Council 
for securing the Downs had been before 
the Ministry of Health for over four years. 

Proressor S. D. ApDsHEAD suggested 
that in formulating new planning legisla 
tion it would be advisable to go slowly 
because we were in a period of transi- 
tion. If we rushed through a new Town 
Planning Act we might find that in a few 
years’ time big changes would have taken 
place which would make the Act out of 
date. Town planning was dynamic. 
Things were always changing, therefore 
we must go slowly. 

Mr. R. L. Moon said he believed the 
first task was to put right the machinery 
of local planning. One. of the chief faults 


and failures of planning in the past had 


been largely that local authorities had not 
fully understood or appreciated the powers 
which they possessed. 

There was a great need for a check to 
be placed by the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings on the other Government De- 
partments, which were erecting buildings 
in most: inappropriate places ig the rural 
parts of the country. 

Mr. P. W. Macrarzane hoped that the 
future legislation would make it plain that 
local authorities were expected to carry 
out the plans. It was essential that the 
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Ministry should see that local authorities 
used their powers. The Ministry must 
take a far more active part in promoting 
positive planning than the Ministry of 
Health had done in the past. 

Replying to the discussion, Mr. Strauss 
agreed that the general public was not 
too good about architecture. But there 
was promise for the future. One of the 
reasons for bad architecture was that 
people wanted houses which showed that 
they did not live in a Council house. 

With regard to Post Office buildings, 
all the Post Office’s recent buildings had 
been good, but by no means uniform. 
When you came to the ‘chain stores,” 
however, you had something very dif- 
ferent. 


WEST YORKSHIRE SOCIETY OF 
ARCHITECTS. 


The Annual Meeting. 


In his presidential address at the annual 
meeting of the West Yorkshire Society of 
Architects on June 18, Mr. J. E. Stocks, 
F.R.1.B.A., said that although consider- 
able Government war work and Civil 
Defence work had been undertaken by 
their members, there was still a reservoir 
of architectural skill and capacity only 
partially used, or not used at all, through 
no fault of theirs. Six months ago the 
Society approached the Director of Works 
and Public Buildings and explained that 
they had at disposal 50 architects and 
25 senior assistants, with additional junior 
and clerical staff, all of whom were reedy 
to render service for urgent Government 
work in the West Riding, and that the 
machinery was ready whereby picked men 
could work together in large or small 
panels. It was pointed out that it was 
strongly felt in Yorkshire that speed, 
economy and efficiency would be served 
by more employment of those with inti- 
mate knowledge of local labour, custom 
and materials, while in case of invasion 
the advantages of local control were self- 
evident. The Director (Mr. T. P. Bennett) 
replied that the building programme for 
1942 had been very greatly reduced, but 
that he would get into touch with him 
(Mr. Stocks) should anything suitable 
arise. Apparently nothing suitable for 
panels had yet arisen, but they were still 
hoping. 

Some form of the panel system, or 
groups of firms working as teams for the 
post-war reconstruction (continued the 
President) would solve many difficulties 
and make for speed, and, he believed, 
would result in highly successful schemes 
for planning. It was self-evident that 
first-rate architectural skill would be re- 
quired to avoid monotony if it became 
necessary to standardise or mass-produce 
buildings. ‘‘Is it not true,”’ he asked, 
‘‘that democratic government in Parlia- 
ment and elsewhere is suffering from some 
form of bureaucracy? ose who have 
experienced delays caused by Whitehall 
control would welcome regional adminis- 
tration and, if necessary, that of county 
councils and county boroughs, as being 
more efficient and economical.” 


Gift of Library. 


It was reported that the late Mr. 
T. Butler Wilson, a Past President, had 
left his architectural library to the Society. 
Membership had increased from 530 to 572 
—a record. The following officers were 
elected : President, Alderman W. Illing- 
worth (Bradford); vice-presidents, Mr. 
C. E. Horsfall (Halifax) and Mr. H. Jack- 
man (Leeds); hon. secretaries, Mr. Norval 
R. Paxton and Mr. J. R. Tolson; hon. 
treasurer, Mr. William Broadbent. 
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THE BUILCER 


SOME PROBLEMS OF THE BUILDING 
INDUSTRY 


BY “ROMAN BUILDER.” 


Tuovucu the building industry, in normal 
times, hovers between being the largest 
or second largest in the country, yet it is 
undoubtedly the Cinderella of industry. 
Many of the grievances are shared by the 
employer and the operatives, while others 
are peculiar to one side or the other. 

Merely to recite the evils to those who 
are suffering them would not be of much 
use, but an attempt is made here to offer, 
if not a remedy, then at least sound 
grounds for discussion and investigation. 


Burden and Inequity of Tendering System. 

At least 50 per cent. of a normal con- 
tract is labour, with its justly stan- 
dardised values; hence there is no room 
for so-called competition in this direction, 
although the builder sells the results of 
labour and not the wages sheets. A con- 
siderable proportion of a normal contract 
is comprised of p.c.s and provisions; here, 
again, there is no room for so-called com- 
petition. Of the remaining relatively 


small proportion of the contract, there are’ 


standard prices for most of the materials, 
viz. : Portland cement, bricks, ete., which 
again do not permit of competition. So 
that the scope of competition is, on a broad 
average, applied to about one-eighth of 
the total contract. This eighth the 
builders are invited to cut and carve, not 
only in a too often abortive attempt to 
secure a contract, but equally to enable 
labour to receive its full non-competitive 
reward, and sub-contractors, merchants, 
rings and trusts to receive their protected 
prices. Is it therefore not strange that 
the pivotal body on which these non-com- 
petitive charges revolve is the one body 
that does not share in any protection 
whatever ? 

There is a distinct tendency to establish 
a stabilised price for the many commodi- 
ties or services, and any attempt to ask 
for prices below these would be ridiculed 
—a practice that even the professions of 
the industry adopt, viz.: architects and 
surveyors, estate agents, etc. 

The building industry, at least from the 
professional side, and in that I include the 
builder (far too often ignored in the build- 
ing industry) is as tautologous and costly 
in administration as it is possible to con- 
ceive. It is true that the London Builders’ 
Conference has attempted some ameliora- 
tion of the evils of tendering, but why 
should a much-needed and honourable 
industry creep round the back door to ask 
for that which it should receive openly 
at the front door? 

Supply and demand in the past were 
probably the causes of absurd tendering. 
If this be so, what are the possibilities, 
with the enormous volume of work piling 
up, of the pendulum swinging very much 
the other way in post-war conditions? 
How often has one seen a job priced with 
most meticulous care, then discounted 
heavily, only to find that fools had rushed 
in where angels feared to tread? If we 
are to prevent this in the future we must 
prevent also a repetition of the past evils, 
because no condition of trade will stop 
the village idiot or the purely financial 
interests from ‘‘ having a go.”’ 

The idea offered is that there should be 
Central Pricing Bodies who would price 
the bills for allocation to builders accord- 
ing to their standing and size, etc. It 
might be argued that this is not competi- 
tion, yet with only about one-eighth of the 
job fluid it never was competition, but 
only absurdity. The progress made by 
the introduction of the Standard Form of 


Measurement has been remarkable, and 
at last. we see the big majority of the bills 
of quantities rightly presented in a very 
accurate form. Would it not, therefore, 
be reasonable to get the right-hand column 
of a bill of quantities as accurate as the 
left-hand side?—otherwise the “progress 
made is negatived. 

A contract taken on af an impossible 
figure is of no use to anyone. Bad debts, 
bad work, unfair trading, swindling, 
scamping, etc., are the inevitable results, 
and the community as a whole do not 
gain but definitely lose by this irrespon- 
sible tendering; hence, again, the desire 
for Central Pricing Bodies. 

In post-war conditions, with the need to 
augment the personnel of the industry, it 
would be uneconomic’ to revert to that 
system whereby often ten or more builders 
priced (without charge) bills of quantities, 
and whose only hope of getting below the 
inevitable village idiot was that they 
would inadvertently make a clerical error 
in their working-up. 

After the war estimators and surveyors 
will be urgerily needed, and it would be 
economically wasteful to reinstate the old 
system. If ever an industry required a 
Brains Trust, the building industry, by 
reason of its intricacies and special condi- 
tions, does. 

Central Pricing Bodies have been 
referred to, and an amplification of the 
idea may be of interest. A _ building 
owner would be perfectly free to follow 
the usual procedure in appointing his 
architect and his surveyor, and the bills 
of quantities would be sent to the nearest 
office of the Central Pricing Body to be 
priced. Upon a total being arrived at, 
the name of a selected builder of a size 
compatible with the particular job would 
be suggested to the architect, who could 
either approve or reject. If rejected, 
another suitable name could be suggested. 
An approximate cost of pricing contracts 
taken by and large should not exceed 
4 per cent.—i.e., cost of tendering limited 
to this small percentage. Visualise what 
was not an uncommon procedure in the 
past—twenty builders tender and at 
4 per cent. this equals 10 per cent. or a 
tenth of the value of the actual bricks and 
mortar expended on unproductive work, 
when there is a necessity for conserving 
technical man-power in order to deal effec- 
tively with the increased volume of work. 


Sub-Contractors. 

Not all past practices can be regarded 
as bad or unnecessary. Before the last 
war a much larger proportion of building 
work was done direct by the builder. 
Take steel construction: The modern 
trend is for the architect or surveyor to 
obtain a design and price for the construc- 
tional steel and insert same as a p.c. or 
provision, as opposed to the earlier and 
more economical and more reasonable prac- 
tice of the steel being designed and de- 
tailed in the bills of quantities, priced in 
detail and carried out by the builder. It 
is true the services of the specialised 
calling of the “iron fighter’’ have 
migrated to the ranks of the firms of con- 
structional engineers, but under the new 
conditions these would be available for 
employment direct by the builder. 

Plastering, plumbing and painting are 
often, but ‘not always, sub-let. Possibly 
the reason for this has been the want of 
continuity of employment, which has 
debarred the builder from keeping a suffi- 
ciency of these skilled trades in regular 
employment; but the marked possibility 
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of more and continuous employment in 
post-war conditions should make it more 
practicable for the builder to revert to 
direct employment of the operatives in 
their trades, thereby saving dual profits. 

Sub-contracting has materially lessened 
the builder’s control of his contracts, and 
therefore not only dislocated progress but 
unnecessarily added to the cost. The 
builder is often asked to state a time for a 
contract under normal conditions when 
approximately seven-eights of the contract 
is being executed almost beyond his 
direct control, so that any ‘promise made 
is more or less valueless, and the benefit 
of adhering to a time schedule rendered 
null and void, since the builder is far too 
much dependent on others. 

Further, the want of liaison as between 
the builder and the sub-contractors often 
produces disastrous delays which could not 
occur if the work that sub-contractors now 
do was under the direct control and employ 
of the builder. 


Entry of New Builders into the Industry. 

Most established, experienced and _ skil- 
ful firms of builders could, especially 
having regard to the foregoing solution 
for technical. labour-saving, deal with a 
much larger volume of work and number 
of operatives; hence the increased volume 
of post-war work could not be used as an 
excuse for the entry of all and sundry as 
builders, save in such clearly defined 
cases as would exclude the inexperienced 
financier and the like, as these would be 
more concerned with profiteering out of 
the nation’s tribulations than with the 
desire to serve the community. 


Payment by Results. 

This scheme, brought about by war 
conditions, was at no time agreed to, 
either in principle or detail, by either em- 
ployers or operatives, and cannot be 
regarded as a reasonable and economic 
method under post-war conditions. 

The operatives’ ieaders are bound to 
dissent, when they are free so to do, from 
the present system. The employers gener- 
ally would favour a more satisfactory and 
simpler. method of improving the de- 
creased normal output of labour. One 
appreciates the natural desire of the 
operatives to get more benefit out of that 
which they produce. Is it to be wondered 
that so many left the industry for other 
callings where there was a continuity of 
employment? ‘‘ Hurry up, Jack, and 
when you are finished you will get the 
sack’?! What an incentive to output! 
In post-war conditions the question of 
continuity of employment will be 
answered by the demand for building for 
many years to come. Lost time due to 
weather conditions is and should be a 
charge on the public through the industry, 
and a scheme will no doubt be put into 


general operation when circumstances 
permit. 

What is wanted is a system which will 
achieve :— 


1. A better and more reasonable output. 

2. Produce this without adding to the 
already overburdened and wasteful 
paper side of the industry. 

3. Offer the operative a better induce- 

ment to give of his best. 

The present system of Payment by 
Results is exceedingly costly to administer. 
and the schedule is appallingly incon- 
sistent in the time, etc., detailed. One 
instance will suffice :— 

Fol. 9.—Fixing fabric reinforcement not 
exceeding 5 lb. per yd. sup., including 
cutting. 30 ‘sq. yds. per man per 
hour. Bonus 5d. per 10 sq. yds. 

Fol. 18.—Fixing mesh reinforcement 
vertically between existing brickwork 
and new outer skin, including bending 
over as reinforcement to ‘roof (54 yds. 
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ELLICEM is a tenacious cement paint of great durability. {t sets rapidly, giving a decorative and lasting stone-like finish 
and its hard, permanent surface gets harder as time goes on. ELLICEM resists driving rain and extremes of temperature. 
It is impervious to damp, guards against “sweating” or condensation, and will not crack, craze, peel or blister when 
subjected to heat. ELLICEM adheres to any surface (including glass and metal) without need for roughing or priming. 
It is acid-resistant, vermin-proof, washable, and is not affected by vibration. Applied to timber or other inflammable 


materials it retards fire, and is useful for both exterior or interior 

decoration. . ELLICEM is supplied in powder form, in white or ten tints, . 

ready for mixing with cold water. It is applied, like paint, by brush 

or spray. 

ELLIGE M cenacious CEA ENT CVUatTiIinvnesG 


Prices and full technical details from Sole Distributors in Great Britain and Isle of Man. 


The Adamite Company Ltd. Head Office: Manfield House, Strand, W.C.2. Temple. Bar 6233 


Divisional Offices: 15, Cross Street, Manchester, 2; 83, Colmore Row, Birmingham, 3; Bristol (Bristol 67658). Stocks also at Newcastle-on-Tyne. 





@ “Alundum” Non-Slip Tile @ “Altro” Precast Floor Tile @ “Bull Dog” Acoustic Clips @ “Bull Dog” Floor and Ceiling Clips 
@ “Redalon” Cement Retarder @ “Colemanoid” No. 1 Waterproofer and Hardener @ “Colemanoid” No. 3 Surface Annealer 
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Bison Gets There 


Bison precast concrete units are there when you 
want them. They make the lightest, strongest floor. 
There is no shuttering to erect and semi-skilled 
labour hoists the units into position and grouts the 
joints. 

You can depend as much upon the structural 
efficiency of a Bison floor as you can upon de- 
livery to time. Four strategically placed works 
take care of Bison quality and Bison delivery. 


CONCRETE LIMITED 
REINFORCED CONCRETE ENGINEERS 
GREEN LANE, HOUNSLOW, Mx. Tel: Hounslow 0172 


BISON STOURTON, LEEDS, 10, Tel.: Leeds 75421 
SPEEDS ANO stRENGTH Works at Hounslow, Birmingham, Lesds and Falkirk 
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sup. measured net). 12 hours. Bonus 
ls. 1d. per hour to be divided among 
gang. 

At the end of this article the writer 
has ventured to suggest a scheme which 
could achieve the above desired results. 
Of necessity it would require amplification 
and general touching up, but should form 
the nucleus of a working scheme, simple 
in application and just in principle. 


Training of Foremen. 

The old system of an operative in early 
middle age being promoted to leading craft 
foreman and then in later life being pro- 
moted to general foreman is much too 
casual a proceeding to get the best for the 
industry. 

Surely, since a foreman can be practical 
in only one trade and theoretical in the 
many remaining trades, he should be 
‘‘ caught’? young and specially trained, 
and not left to evolve in a casual and 
circuitous way. As a comparatively old 
man he has to learn many things beyond 
even the crafts—to measure up his re- 
quired materials, not perhaps as meticu- 
lously as the quantity surveyor, yet with 
a passing knowledge of the art of quan- 
tity surveying; to learn to keep records, 
prepare drawings, setting out, etc., and to 
measure or help to measure sub-contrac- 
tors’ work, and many other things too 
well known to be recited in detail. Suit- 
able intelligent young craftsmen should be 
picked out and specially trained by suit- 
able courses at the technical schools. 


Apprentices. 

The call for augmentation of labour 
will be obvious, and one of the causes of 
the reluctance of the employers in the past 
to have their full quota of apprentices was 
the fact that they were not sure of a suffi- 
ciency or continuity of work to enable 
them to keep the apprentices in continuous 
employment. 


Unit Sharing Scheme. 

The operatives will be more likely to 
appreciate any scheme for extra remunera- 
tion for extra output if they can benefit 
frequently and not wait months for 
the reward of their extra labour. 

The Central Pricing Bodies would, in 
addition to pricing labour and materials 
plus a reasonable profit, also price the net 
labour value to each item in the bill of 
quantities. 

Method of Ad justment.—When the local 
surveyor is measuring contractors’ certifi- 
cates on account, he will also value, in a 
like manner, the collective labour cost at 
the end of each four weeks. A comparison 
between the actual cost and the estimated 
cost of labour would reveal the amount for 
distribution. 

Proportion of Distribution.—One-third 
of the saving to remain with the employer. 
a@wo-thirds of the saving to go to the 
operatives in the manner and proportion 
hereafter detailed :— 

Payment every fourth week, 75 - per 
cent. of operatives’ bonus, the remaining 
25 per cent. to be paid to operatives at 
settlement of contract. 

Unit Value.-—For every 10s. per week 
of normal wages on 44-hour week, one 
unit is allocated; odd amounts up to 5s., 


no extra unit; over 5s. up to 10s. 
count as one. 
Units. 


Exam ple.— 
Foreman, £8 a week ... yee ee | 
Leading craftsmen or sub-foremen— 

2s. 24d. hour, £4 17s. 2d. week 10 
Craftsmen— 

2s. OLd. hour, £4 9s. 10d. week 9 
Leading labourers or scaffolders— 

1s. 94d. hour, £3 17s. 1ld. week 8 
Labourers— 

1s. 74d. hour, £3 10s. 7d. week 7 
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Generally.—Unit value to be applicable 
for a completed six-day week—i.e., Satur- 
‘day to Friday night; odd day before 
Saturday or after Friday not to count, but 
transfer from job to job not to stultify 
this procedure. 

Freedom of Hmployment.—By means of 
cards with address and certified unit value 
the number of weeks same has operated, 
any given firm is enabled to be the means 
whereby the 25 per cent. balance can in 
due course be remitted to the operative. 
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Sub-Contractors. — Whether nominated 
or builder’s sub-contractors, to work on 
similar lines as if they were complete 
building groups. 

It will be seen that the divergent ideas 
of defining man-hours for certain units 
become inoperative. There is no vexatious, 
tautologous and costly system of measuring 
up each week; the value of a unit every 
four weeks is easily ascertained on each 
job and readily applied by simple arith- 
metic. 


THE QUANTITY SURVEYORS’ COMMITTEE 


THE ANNUAL REPORT. 


THE annual report of the Quantity 
Surveyors’ Committee of the Chartered 
Surveyors’ Institution for the session 
1941-1942 is now published. The follow- 
ing are extracts from the report :— 

Miit1a Camps.—Early in the session, 
on the instructions of the Committee, 
the Chairman addressed a letter to the 
technical press calling attention to the 
misleading impressicn created by com- 
parisons between the original estimates 
and the final cost of the first ‘‘ flight ’’ of 
militia camps; and pointing out the 
reasons for the difference between esti- 
mates and final cost, especially the 
reasons given in the Fifth Report of th 
Select Committee on National Expend 
ture. 

CentTRAL Councit FoR WoRKS AND 
Burtp1ncs.—Representatives of the Com- 
mittee attended upon Mr. Justice Lewis, 
who had been appointed by the Minister 
of Works and Buildings to examine the 
means to be adopted to secure the best 
use of the building and civil engineering 
industries in the Government’s war 
building programme and post-war recon- 
struction, and to advise the Minister 
thereon. Not long after, the formation 
for that purpose of the Central Council 
for Works and Buildings was announced. 
Its membership includes Mr. Oswald 
Healing (Past-President). 

THe SranparRD ScHEDULE oF PricEs.— 
The general effect of ‘the Standard 
Schedule of Prices, issued by the Ministry 
of Works and Buildings, was fully dis- 
cussed at two meetings. The Director- 
General of the Ministry has been informed 
that, while the Standard Schedule may be 
accepted for the duraticn of the war, as 
an expedient for the limited purposes and 
within the limited sphere referred to in 
the Foreword to the Schedule, the Com- 
mittee would welcome an opportunity of 
prior consultation if any enlargement of 
the scope of the Schedule were being con- 
sidered in future. The Director-General 
replied that the wish expressed by the 
Committee would certainly be kept in 
mind if any material change in the objec- 
tive of the Standard Schedule or a widen- 
ing of its scope should be entertained. At 
present, however, there was no such in- 
tention, the Standard Schedule being 
available only for all standardised types 
of war-time construction. 

Tue Future or THE Proression.—The 
setting up of a special sub-committee, 
under the chairmanship of Mr. Alfred 
Harris, D.S.0., to consider and report 
upon the future of the profession, was 
referred to in the last annual report. This 
sub-committee has held 21 meetings since 
its inception and has presented three 
interim reports. Their deliberations have 
extended to the future training and 
education of quantity surveyors as well 
as to the possible developments in 
technical practice which may result from 
the methods of contracting now in use for 
emergency building works. Point was 
given to the work of this sub-committee 


by an inquiry, made personally from the 
Institution by the Minister of Works and 
Buildings in November, 1941, as to the 
copesity of the profession to meet the 
demands of post-war building. Measures 
to ensure that the profession will be able, 
when the time comes, to meet the 
demands that may be made upon it have 
received the close consideration of the 
sub-committee. 


The conclusions of the sub-committee on 
this and other matters under their con- 
sideration will be announced in due 
course. 

BurLpInG AND ENGINEERING Works : 
INCLUSIVE PAYMENT FOR ALL PROFESSIONAL 
Services.—The practice adopted in some 
instances by a Government Department 
of fixing an inclusive fee for all pro- 
fessional services was the subject of 
representations, by the Committee. As the 
special functions of the quantity surveyor 
make his independence essential, the prac- 
tice is strongly deprecated. It has been 
discontinued by the Department con- 
cerned. 


Tue Controt: or Rares or Hire oF 
Prant OrvER, 1941.—The Committee have 
expressed to the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings the opinion that the rates of 
hire payable under this Order are exces- 
sive when plant is continucusly in use 
over a long period. 

Fees on Prime Cost Contracts.—The 
normal scale charge of 14 per cent. for 
checking prime cost contracts was re- 
viewed in the light of present conditions 
in which, by comparison with ordinary 
conditions, such contracts were often of 
small amount. As has already been 
announced to quantity surveyor members, 
the scale has been reviewed so that the 
14 per cent. rate now applies only to 
prime cost contracts over £5,000; and 
that in the case of contracts of lower 
ameunt the fee is to be on the “ sur- 
veyor’s prime cost ’’ basis indicated in the 
announcement (see Volume XXI of the 
Journal of the Chartered Surveyors’ 
Institution, page 409). 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


Mr. Atan W. Davson, F.S.I., has been 
elected as Chairman of. the Quantity Sur- 
veyors’ Committee in succession to Colonel 
F. N. Falkner, O.B.E., F.S.I., who has 
held that office for the past two years. 
Mr. R. H. Francis, F.S.I., has been elected 
as Vice-Chairman in succession to Mr. 
Davson, and Mr. H. J. Venning, F.S.I., 
has been re-elected as Honorary Secretary. 

The ballot of members qualified as quan- 
tity survyeors which takes place in Mav 
each year, for the election of the Quantitv 
Surveyors’ Committee, has resulted this 
year in the election, in addition to the 
retiring members who stood for re-election, 
of Mr. D. C. Carter, F.S.I. (of Messrs. 
John Watson and Carter. Hull). Lt.-Col. 
J. B. Marks, O.B.E., R.E., F.S.I. (Chief 
Surveyor of Works, War Office), and Mr. 
W. James, P.A.S.I. (Messrs Crosher and 
James, London). 
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RESTRICTIONS ON LEAD. 


M.O.W.B. ALTERNATIVES. 

The Ministry of Works and Buildings 
announces that drastic restrictions have 
been imposed on the use of lead for build- 
ing and plumbing purposes. Lead sheet 
and pipes will henceforth be released only 
in limited quantities for special work of 
an essential nature; all other uses of lead, 
except for chemical purposes, will cease. 

The Committee on Building Materials 


Standardisation of the Ministry of Works 


and Buildings has prepared the following 
list of ‘materials which, it is suggested, can 
be used as alternatives in the cases speci- 
fied, for new work and for repairs. 

In repair work it is pointed out that 
alternative materials ould be used 
wherever possible, even as a temporary 
measure, pending the time when lead in 
quantity again becomes available. 








New Work. 
The Job. Restriction on Lead. Alternatives. 
Damp Proof Sheet Lead or Lead Cored felt | Slates, Blue Bricks, etc. Tar felt to 
Courses. should not be used. temporary work or under walls of 


Water Service 
Pipes. 


Hot and Cold Lead not to be used. 


Water Distri- 
buting Pipes. 
corrosives. 
lations, 


anti-corrosive lining. 


Traps 


brass is impracticable. 


Soil, Waste and 


Vent Pipes. 
Flush Pipes Lead not to be used 
Rainwater Pipes, | Lead not to be used 
Fittings and 
Gutters. 


Valley Gutters Lead not to be used 


Flashing and Lead not be used 





‘ 


Lead traps to bath, lavatory and 
sink wastes to be used only 
where use of cast iron or cast 


Lead pipes not to be used 





prefabricated huts, if required. 


When not practicable to use alternatives, lead may be used for under- 
ground service pipes in made ground, provided piping is not more 
than 30 ft. long and 14 in. in diameter. 

Where 

waters are corrosive, pipes 

should be coated with anti- 

For large instal- 

chemical treatment 

may be adopted in place of 


Light-weight- welded steel tubes with 
screwed or socketed joints in ac- 
cordance with revised weights 
specified in War Emergency British 
Standard Specification No. 789a— 
1940; a small quantity of light 
gauge welded steel tube for use with 
compressed type connections may 
be available from stock. 

Waste pipes to be of light gauge 
welded steel, plastic tube, etc. In 
ranges of basins, straight waste 
pipes without traps, discharging 
into open channels, should be used 
wherever possible. 

Asbestos-cement, cast-iron pipes 
(thickness of metal ¥ in.). Cast- 
iron to be used where pipe may be 
damaged, e.g., first length above 
ground level. 

Light gauge welded ungalvanised steel 
tube. 

Asbestos-cement, cast-iron (thickness 
of light-steel 4 in.) or light steel 
with protective coating. 

Asbestos-cement, tar felt, mastic 
asphalt, pressed steel, etc. Cast- 
iron to be used only when alterna- 
tives not practicable. 

Tar felt, slates, cement fillets, etc. 

















Soakers. 

Gas distributing | Lead not to be used Light-weight steel tube as War 
Pipes. Emergency British Standard Speci- 

fication No. 789A—1940. 

Flushing Cisterns | Lead-lining not to be used Cast-iron treated with bituminous 
paint, cast-iron glass enamelled, 
sanitary ware (fireclay, vitreous 
china, etc.), moulded composition, 
porcelain enamelled pressed steel, 
etc. 

Storage Cisterns | Lead lining not to be used Steel (ungalvanised about 12 g. and 
treated with non-toxic compound) 
as War Emergency B.S.S. 417/1940, 
grade “ B”’; asbestos cement. 

Paints ... Lead paints restricted. War Emergency Standard Specifications for 

substitute paints now being prepared. 
Maintenance and Repairs. 
The Job. Restriction on Lead. Alternatives. 
# 

Flat Roofs, Lead not to be used Tar felt (B.S. 989-1941 and BS. 
Valley Gutters, 988-1941), Mastic asphalt. 
Flashings. ; : 

Water Supply & | Lead to be used only for essential small repairs (not exceeding 10 ft. run) 
Distributing in existing lead pipe installations, and only where alternatives are not 
Pipes. available. 

Gas Supply & Lead not to be used Light-weight welded steel tube, as 
Distributing War Emergency B.S. 789A, 1941. 
Pipes. 
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NATIONAL FEDERATION 
OF BUILDING TRADES 
EMPLOYERS 


HALF-YEARLY REPORT. 

In view of the importance of com- 
pleting urgent. Government work, the 
Minister of Labour and National’-Service 
has stopped the flow of men from the 
building industry to the Forces and to 
munitions. He has arranged for the trans- 
ference of 28,000 due to leave the industry 
this month (July) to be postponed. 

This is announced in the _half-yearly 
report of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, which is to 
be presented to the Federation summer 
meeting on Wednesday next, July 8. 

Meetings, states the report, have been 
held with the Minister of Labour and 
National Service and the Minister of 
Works and Buildings, who have explained 
that even greater productive effort is now 
required to speed up the Government’s 
building programme. In addresses to the 
Federation and to the Federation of Civil 
Engineering Contractors and the Unions, 
the Ministers explained the extent of the 
programme, and all are pledged to their 
utmost co-operation with the Government, 
irrespective of the reaction upon personal 
interests of employers and operatives. 
Machinery is being set up to supervise all 
the questions involved, and for the pur- 
pose of assisting ‘this Government 
machinery an Advisory Joint Committee 
has been set up from representatives of 
the responsible federations. 

One consequence of the accelerated pro- 
gramme is the postponement of any more 
drastic measures for concentration of the 
industry. A further development is that 
the Government intend to improve their 
centralised survey of the allocation of con- 
tracts to ensure that some contractors shall 
not be overloaded, and that the work 
should be spread as far-as possible. 

Men employed in. the building industry 
are now fewer than 60 per cent. of the pre- 
war figures. Since December 42,000 men, 
including all those under 25 and most of 
those under 30, have been called up. The 
age of reservation is now being raised to 
41, but men will not be called up if they 
are engaged on work approved as important 
or are transferred to such work. 


Helping the Small Builder. 

The report also refers to the position of 
the medium-size and small builder, an- 
nouncing that the Ministry of Works and 
the Ministry of Labour have promised so 
far as they are concerned that everything 
possible will be done to minimise injury to 
the medium-size and small employers of 
standing. 

Unfortunately, adds the report, there has 
not been the same co-operation on the part 
of some of the large Service Departments, 
who have been more inclined to restrict 
their allocation of contracts to those firms 
from whom they had previously received 
good service or who were more accustomed 
to their own methods—on the assumption 
that this principle was more likely to yield 
the speed of performance so necessary for 
war purposes. 

The lack of co-operation on the part of 
those Departments has been in evident con- 
flict with the avowed policy of the Govern- 
ment to spread work among as many firms 
as possible, but tiie independence in the 
attitude of those Service Departments 
(backed by their high authority in the 
midst of war) has been such as to make 
them impervious to public or Parliamen- 
tary agitation and difficult to influence- 
even by reasoned argument. 

In their dealings with the Government 
on these matters, the report explains,. 
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A full and comprehensive service 
in all departments 


T. C. JONES AND COMPANY LID 


93-95 WOOD LANE 
LONDON, W:12 


Telephone: Shepherd’s Bush 2020 (27 lines) 
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“MONOPHALT” 
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Tm ECONOMIC MASTIG rer . BUILDING PURPOSES 


COMPLIES WITH 8. S. SPECIFICATION 988/1941 


HIGHWAYS CONSTRUCTION LTD. 


IODESLEIGH HOUSE, CAXTON ST. 8.W. ts 3 ERLEIGH ROAD, READING, BERKS. 
PHONE: ABBEY 4366 PHONE: READING 3267° 
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Federation representatives have had one 
principle firmly in their minds, and have 
urged it most strongly to the Government 
on all possible occasions. That principle 
is the necessity in the national interest of 
doing the utmost to preserve those medium 
and small employers of standing who form 
the backbone of the industry and who are 
the chief trainers of its skilled- workers. 
It has been urged, and the Minister of 
Works and Buildings and the Minister of 
Labour have certainly been convinced, that 
the preservation of these firms is of the 
utmost importance because of the part they 
must play immediateiy after war in organ- 
ising the employment of men demobilsed 
from the Services or discharged from 
munitions establishments. 


Hoarding of Building Labour. 


Contractors who break the Restriction of 
Engagement and Restriction of Transfer 
Orders are liable, says the report, to be 
reported to the Ministry of Labour or the 
Ministry of Works and Buildings. 

When the Federation has discussed with 
certain Government Departments the ques- 
tion of allocating contracts of medium size 
to local contractors with adequate resources 
for the completion of the works in the 
required time, the reply has sometimes 
been received that the contractor to whom 
a particular contract has been given was 
able to transfer immediately from his other 
jobs the whole of the labour force required. 

With the object of checking such prac- 
tices, the Minister of Works e circular- 
ised the Government Contracting Depart- 
ments, pointing out that the Restriction 
of Engagement Order and the Restriction 
of Transfer Order were made with the 
express purpose of securing that, at the 
end of each contract, labour is-returned to 
the general pool to be distributed by the 
Ministry of Labour in accordance with 
the needs of the Government programme. 

Except as regards foremen and_ key- 
men, contractors (if they are conforming 
with the law) are therefore.not in a posi- 
tion to offer a labour force for use on a 
proposed contract, and, in so far as 
Departments ask for assurances, or make 
it a condition of the grant of a contract 
that the contractor will transfer a certain 
number of men to the job, they are acting 
contrary to the declared policy of the 
Government as expressed in those Orders, 
and if any offer of labour should be made 
by a contractor it should at once be re- 
ported to the Ministry of Labour or the 
Ministry of Works. 


OBITUARY 


F. E. Mennie, F.R.1.B.A. 

The death, in April last, is reported of 
Mr. F. E. Mennie, F.R.I.B.A., F.S.L., 
M.I.Struct.E, He was appointed district 
surveyor for Bethnal Green in 1926, 
having previously served for two years 
in the Architect’s Department as a mem- 
ber of the technical staff. Under the 
London Building Acts (Amendment) Act, 
1939, he again became an officer of the 
Council on January 1, 1940. In addition 
to his statutory duties, he undertook 


from September, 1939, the duties of 
officer-in-charge, rescue service, for 
Bethnal Green. The Town Planning 


Committee of the L.C.C. states: ‘‘ He 
was an exceptionally able. officer, who 
devoted himself whole-heartedly to the 
interests of the Council and the people of 
London.’’. He was 58. 


“Decayed Structures.” 

We regret that pressure on space pre- 
vents us from giving this week the third 
article in Mr. B. Price Davies’s series— 
‘“ Decayed Structures in Relation to Town 
Development.”’ 
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LAW REPORT 
ARCHITECTS’ CLAIM FOR FEES. 
Wimperis, Simpson & Guthrie v. 

Colebrook. 

In the King’s Bench Division, High 
Court of Justice, on June 25, Mr. Justice 
Croom-Johnson concluded the hearing of 
an action by Wimperis, Simpson and 
Guthrie, architect, of South Molton- 
street, London, against Mr. H. J. Cole- 
brook, of Old Burlington-street, London, 
claiming the sum of £686, being the 
balance of account rendered for fees for 
work done and services rendered and 
moneys expended by the plaintiffs, as 
architects for and on behalf of the 
defendant. 

Plaintiffs’ case was that they were in- 
structed as architects to prepare plans for 
the erection of five private dwelling houses 
on the sites of three houses in by ca 
Brook-street, and one in  Lees-place, 
London, upon the terms that plaintiffs 
should be properly remunerated by the 
defendant for the work done. Plaintiffs 
alleged that they prepared plans and _ex- 
pended money amounting to £1,936. They 
had received on account, £1,250, and now 
sued for the balance. Plaintiffs charges 
were based upon the scale of charges of 
the R.I.B.A. and were fair and reasonable 
remuneration for the work done and 
services rendered. 

By his defence defendant alleged that 
the sums claimed by the plaintiffs were not 
fair or reasonable, but unreasonable and 
excessive. He also alleged negligence by 
the plaintiffs, and counter-claimed damages 
for losses sustained through the work not 
being prosecuted with greater speed. His 
case was that the houses were to be erected 
in 38 weeks at a cost of some £30,000. The 
work was delayed through plaintiffs’ 
action, and defendant said in consequence 
he had suffered financial loss. 
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Plaintiffs denied all the defendant’s 


allegations. 


Mr. Trapnell, K.C., and Mr. J. G. 
Garland, appeared for the plaintiffs, and 
Mr. R. F. Levy, K.C., and Mr. H. G, 
Robertson, for defendant, 

His lordship, in giving judgment, said 
the plaintiffs were a firm of high repute 
and the defendant was a man with a good 
working knowledge of the way these 
matters should be earried through. The 
plaintiffs brought their action as archi- 
tects to recover in respect of professional 
services, The plaintiffs were employed 
to prepare the plans and drawings, 
and they now claimed balance of their 
account, Defendant’s reply was that the 
charges were not fair and reasonable. The 
‘plaintiffs claimed that they were entitled 
to the 6 per cent. scale of the R.I.B.A. 
His lordship was satisfied that the 
defendant was well acquainted with that 
scale. The only defence made was that 
the charges made by the plaintiffs were 
not fair and reasonable. The defendant 
set up that the remuneration was to be at 
the rate of 5 per cent. He (the judge) had 
to make up his mind whether the arrange- 
ment was to pay 5 per cent, or not. ie 
thought that was not the agreement. 
Under these circumstances, he had to say 
what was a reasonable charge to be made 
for the professional work the plaintiffs had 
done. Here there had been an enormous 
number of plans and drawings made—all 
highly skilled work. He was quite satis- 
fied that the sum claimed was proper and 
reasonable remuneration, subject to two 
small points. One was a claim by the 
defendant for £89 in respect of fees paid 
a specialist in respect of drainage. This 
was a matter he had now to consider, and 
he came to the conclusion that he should 
allow the defendant £21 under this head, 
which would reduce the plaintiffs’ claim 
to £665. 


Next there came the matter of the 
defendant’s counter-claim. The defendant 
said that by reason of the plaintiffs’ 
negligence he had suffered and that he 
was entitled to claim_damages. First 
defendant suggested that the plaintiffs 
had failed within a reasonable time to pro- 
vide the contractors with the working 
plans, details, etc. He (the judge) had 
seen all the details and realised how ex- 
tremely difficult were the matters to be 
determined. It was not till April, 1937, 
that builders were invited to tender for the 
work, It was quite clear that the defen- 
dant was anxious for the houses to be built 
as quickly as possible. It was not till June 
that a contract was entered into and the 
plaintiffs were to be the architects. Even 
then there were a number 6f alterations 
and additions to the drawings. These 
alterations and additions were not small 
matters, and the result was an alteration 
to the specifications and bills of quantities. 
And the effect of that was that the archi- 
tects could not go on, but had to make the 
detailed drawings that were required. The 
contract price was £28,700. Here the 
defendant made a counter-claim for £5,000 
damages in respect of delay and the loss 
of his market. The defendant had wholly 
failed on each and every stage to satisfy 
his lordship that there was negligence on 
the part of the plaintiffs. He relied on 
the evidence of plaintiffs. The defendant’s 
claim for damages was fantastic. There 
was no loss of market by the defendant 
at all. In case this action went further, 
his lordship wished to add that if the 
Court who heard the appeal had to assess 
damages, he would only be given a mere 
tithe of the amount claimed. 

He gave judgment for plaintiffs for 
£665 on the claim, with costs, and judg- 
ment for the plaintiffs on the defendant’s 

counter-claim with costs. 











IN PARLIAMENT 


Cleland House, 

Mr. Parker asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings why a licence was given to 
permit the reconstruction of the orna- 
mental fagade of the entrance to Cleland 
House, Page-st., 8.W.1; what was the cost 
of work carried out; and how much steel, 
concrete and bricks were required. 

Mr. Hicxs said that licences were 
issued for the partial reconstruction 
of Cleland House in order to make 
this property available for Government 
occupation to meet an urgent need. 
There was no ornamental facade to 
the entrance as partially reconstructed. 


Contract Tenders. 

Mr. Davipson asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings if building organisations that 
had grouped together as district organi- 
sations for the purpose of carrying out 
war building work were refused the right 
to tender for contracts issued by his 
Department, 

Mr. Hicks: No, sir. The Department 
is prepared to consider tenders for build- 
ing works from such organisations if they 
are submitted by a responsible firm as 
leader of the group or in such other 
manner as to make it possible for the 
Department to enter into a contract wit. 
the parties concerned, and provided that 
it is satisfied that the group had adequate 
financial resources, key personnel and 
organising ability to handle the proposed 
service. 

Masor Lyons asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings if he would state, in relation 
to both past and future buildings tor 
service or supply requirements, respec- 
tively, what were the selective principles 
upon which suitable firms were invited 
or allowed to tender; and for what 
reasons any such firms were refused that 
opportunity. 

Mr. Hicks: My Department endeavours 
to confine invitations to tender for its 
building contracts to firms experienced 
in the organisation of work of the size 
contemplated, adequately equipped with 
key personnel, plant and finance, and not 
fully loaded with other Government work. 
A limited selection is made in each case 
and, subject to the desirability of spread- 
ing invitations as widely as _ possible, 
firms established in the vicinity of pro- 
posed schemes are given first considera- 
tion. I have recently set up an Advisory 
Committee of representatives of the build- 
ing and civil engineering industries, one 
of whose functions will be to advise on 
the best methods of spreading contracts 
in an equitable manner. 

Mr. Bossom asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings whether he would state the 
form of contract proposed for the camps 
now being, or about to be,,let; were the 
tenders that were being prepared based 
upon complete plans and specifications; 
was the site in each case définitely settled 
and defined; how much time was allowed 
to contractors who were invited to pre- 
pare estimates on contracts for eamps 
now being, or about to be, let; were con- 
tractors invited to visit the sites; and, 
approximately, how many pages com- 
prised the bills of quantities upon which 
they were asked to prepare their tenders. 

Mr. Hicks said that the tenders were 
required as a matter of extreme urgency 
. and normal procedure could not be 
followed. Complete plans and specifica- 
tions were available but bills of quanti- 
ties had not been completed. Tenderers 
were therefore asked to quote a_per- 
centage reduction or addition on the 
Ministry’s standard schedule of prices. 
The contracts were in the Ministry’s 
standard form. The sites had been 
settled and all tenderers had the 
opportunity of visiting them. Documents 
were handed to selected firms on June 6 
and tenders were returnable on June 9. 
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OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 


Refractory Dolomite Control Order. 

The Control of Chrome, Magnesite and 
Wolfram (No. 3) Order, 1942, (H.M. 
Stationery Office, 1d.), which came into 
operation on June 19, extends the pro- 
visions of the Nos. 1 and 2 Orders, by 
making the acquisition of Refractory 
Dolomite (including bricks, cements and 
compositions) subject to licence. Any 
communications should be addressed to 
the Chrome Ore, Magnesite and Wolfram 
Control, at Broadway Court, Broadway, 
London, 8.W.1 


Release of Home-Grown Timbers. 

The Minister of Supply has made the 
Control of Timber (No. 25) Order, 1942. 
which came into force on June 25, an 
introduces price provisions for the sale 
of National Stock Home-Grown converted 
timber by merchants. The Order (price 
1d.) is obtainable from Stationery Office, 
Kingsway, W.C.2. 


Cooking Appliances for Canteens. 
Three appendices to the Ministry of 


Works’ ‘Schedule of Cooking Appli- 
ances” have now been published by 
H.M. Stationery Office. These are 


Appendix A—Kitchen Machinery (price 
4d.), Appendix B—Tea-Making Appli- 
ances (price 6d.), and Appendix C— 
Portable Equipment (price 4d.)._ Govern- 
ment Departments (who, with manu- 
facturers, co-operated in producing the 
appendices) will quote from _ these 
schedules when ordering kitchen equip- 
ment. 
Machinery, Plant and Appliances. 
Under the Machinery, Plant and 
Appliances (Control) (No. 2) Order, 1942 
(S.R. & O. 1942, No. 1175, Stationery Office, 
price 1d.), which came into force on 
June 18, new classes of machinery, 
plant and appliances are added to those 
already listed in the previous Order 
(S.R. & O. 1942, No. 1, price 2d.), and 
certain of the classes already listed are 
amended. Further, certain amendments 
have been made of the body of the 
previous Order. Application forms for 
licences to acquire machinery, plant and 
appliances falling within the Schedules 
to the Orders may be obtained from the 
Machinery Licences .Division, Board of 
Trade, 1-6, Tavistock-square, London, 
W.C.1. 


Second-Hand Contractors’ Plant Prices. 
Maximum prices for second-hand con- 
tractors’ plant and certain agricultural 
implements are imposed by an Order, 
S. R. and O. 1942, No, 1163, made by the 
Minister of Works and Buildings in 
agreement with the Minister of Agricul- 
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ture and Fisheries and the Secretary of 
State for Scotland under Regulation 55 
of the Defence (General) Regulation, 
1939. The Order, which does not apply 
to Northern Ireland, came into force on 
June 29. 

The Order provides that :— 

(i) No person shall sell or buy any 
such plant at a price exceeding the “list 
price.” ‘ 

(ii) For the purposes of this Order 
‘“‘ list price’’ means: (a) the retail price 
specified (on June 29) in a catalogue or 
price list published by the manufacturers 
or distributors; (b) (where no_ such 
retail price ig specified on June 29) the 

rice specified in the most recent cata- 
ogue or price list published; (c) (where 
no sueh price is specified) the price paid 
for the item when new by the person who 
first purchased it for use—that is, not for 
the purpose of altering, adapting or re. 
selling it. 

(iii) The cost of any work, including 
repair work, carried out by or on behalf 
of the vendor on any of the articles 
supplied, shall be included in the price 
of those articles. 

(iv) No person shall make it a condition 
of sale or purchase of such plant that 
there shall also be sold or purchased or 
hired any other article, whether or not 
an item of plant to which this Order 
applies. 

(v) Sale by auction or tender of any 
such plant at a price which includes the 
price of any other article is forbidden. 

(vi) No person shall publish or issue 

any offer for sale of any such plant 
unless the name and address of the 
vendor is also published, 
_ (vii) Every person disposing of or acquir- 
ing such plant must keep a record of the 
transaction in the form specified in the 
Order. This record must be preserved 
for three years. 

(viii) Such records must be produced 
on demand by or on behalf of the 
Minister of Works and Buildings, the 
Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
or, in Scotland, the Department of Agri- 
culture for Scotland. Similarly, returns 
of information relating to such plant 
must be furnished on demand. 

(ix) Offences against this Order are 
offences against Defence Regulation 55, 
and render an offender liable to fine and 
imprisonment. The minimum fine is 
equal to the entire profits gained by the 
offence, and the maximum fine exceeds 
the minimum by £5,000 or an amount 
equal to three times the sale price or 
value of the goods, whichever is the 
greater. 


Factory Ventilation in the ‘‘ Black-out.” 
A -pamphlet—Factory Ventilation in 
the Black-out (Form 301)—was issued 
in the early part of the War, and 
has now béen reissued in a slightly 
revised form by the Factory Depart- 
ment of the Ministry of Labor and 
National Service (Stationery Office, 
price 4d., by post). It describes briefly 
the various measures which can be taken 
to improve ventilation without permitting 
the escape of interior artificial light. A 
number of drawings are included show- 
ing simple ideas for the construction of 
light-traps at ventilator openings. 


EMERGENCY INQUIRY 
BUREAU 


Timber Questions. 

Srr,—/ should be glad of your opinion 
on the following questions: (a) Is timber 
recovered from demolished buildings sub- 
ject to control? (b) Is there any regula- 
tion against using timber for replacing 
ironwork for railings ? FINCHLEY. 

(a) Yes. Second-hand timber (which 
includes timber recovered from demol- 
ished buildings) is subject to control and 
may not be bought, sold or used with- 
out a licence. (6) Yes. Control of Timber 
Order 24 lays down that no timber may 
be purchased or used for replacement of 
any metal gate, railing, fence or 
hoarding. 
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CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contractg still open, but not 
included in this list, see previous issues. 
Those with an asterisk are advertised in 
this number. The -dates at the- head of 
paragraphs are those for the submission 
of tenders; a dagger (+) denotes closin, 
date for applications; the name an 
address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING. 
JULY 6. 
Castle Donington R.D.C, — Concrete 
foundations for hut for N.F.S. F. Ward, 


5. 
Dagenham T.C.—Strengthening sen 
ing accommodation at two depots. B. E. 
and 8. Dep. £1 1s. 

Merton and Morden U.D.C.—Strength- 
ening eight communal shelters. S., Mor- 
den Hall, S.W.19. 

JULY 8. 

Leighton Buzzard U.D.C.—Alterations 
to fire station. 8. Dep. £1 1s. 

JULY 9. ° 

Bushey (Herts) U.D.C.—Alterations 
to canteen and erection of additional ac- 
commodation at civil defence depot. 

JULY 10. 

Gillingham E.C.—Erection of two tem- 
pores classrooms. B. E. and S. Dep. 

1 1s. 


JULY 13. 

Brighouse T.C.—Extension to rate office 
and alternations to Town Hall. B. E., 
Commercial-st. 

Melksham U.D.C. — Construction of 
buteos as British Restaurant. 8. Dep. 

1s. 


JULY 15. 
Manchester T.C.—Erection of 4 shelters 
at a sanatorium. City Architect. Dep. 


£1 ls. 
JULY 16. 

Rochdale C.B.—Alteration and adapta- 
tion of ees for report and control 
centre. “5 

*Southgate B.C.—Construction of five 
reinforced brick and concrete shelters. 
B. E. Dep. £1 10s. 

JULY 20. 

Enfield U.D.C.—Erection of fire station 

for N.F.S. F. Lee, A.M.Inst.C.E.,, E., 


“Percy House,” 7, Little Park-gdns., 
Enfield. Dep. £2. 2s. 
PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEATING, &c. 
JULY 6. 


Castle Donington R.D.C.—Painting of 
156 houses. S. 

Conway and Colwyn Bay Joint Water 
Supply Board.—Painting of suspension 
bridge and water pipes. E. Oliver Jones, 
M.I.M.&Cy.E., Eng. to the Board, Trinity- 
sq., Llandudno. ‘ 

West Riding C.C.—External painting 
work at schools at Dunford, ete. Divi- 
sional Clerk. Town Hall, Penistone. 

JULY 8. 

West Riding C.C.—Renovation of Goole 
Pasture school. E. L. Harrap, Education 
Offices, Goole. 

JULY 9. 


Gwyrfai R.D.C.—External | ey of 
By 


161 houses. W. H. Roberts, Cwellyn, 
Caernarvon, 
West Riding C.C.—Renovation of 


Divisional Clerk 


schools at Walton, etc. 
John’s North, 


for Education, 8 St. 


Wakefield. 
JULY 10. 

West Riding C.C.—Painting and reno- 
vations at eight schools. Divisional 
Olerk, Education Office, Otley. 

JULY 11, 

West Riding C,.C.—Painting and reno- 

vations at eight schools. Divisional 


Clerk, Education Office, Otlev. 
Chislehurst and Sidcup U.D.C.—Exter- 

nal painting of 92 houses. EK. Tawes, 

F.S.I., Council Offices, Main-rd., Sidcup. 


Dep. £1 1s. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, T.C. -— Exterior 


and interior painting of City hospital for 
infectious diseases. 
perty 8. 


City Estate and Pro- 
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JULY 13. 

Bury T.C.—Electrical instalation at war 
time nursery. B. E. 

Keighley £.C. — Painting works at 
various schools, E. G, Felgate, Boro. 
Architect, College-st., Keighley. Dep £1. 

Manchester .C.—External painting, 
etc., to Corporation buildings. City 
Architect. Dep. £1 1s. 

Montgomeryshire C.C.—Internal decora- 
tion and repairs at county intermediate 
schools, Newtown. H. Wyn Jones, Clerk, 
County Offices, Newtown. 

West Riding C.C.—Painting, renova- 
tions, etc., at three schools. C. Ellison, 
Divisional Clerk, Education Office, Rock 
House, Swinton, Mexborough. 

JULY 15. 

Belfast Civil Defence Authority.—In- 
stallation of electric lighting in shelters. 
Civil Defence Headquarters, 97, Lisburn- 
rd., Belfast. 

Denby-Dale U.D.C.—External paintin 
of 44 houses. J. Haigh, C., Counci 
Offices, Skelmanthorpe. 

JULY 24. 

Lianelly and District General Hospital, 
—Exterior painting of hospital. E. 
Pipe, Secretary. 

West Riding C.C.—Renovations of two 
schools at Heckmondwike. Divisional 
Clerk for Education, St. John’s North, 
Wakefield. 


ENGINEERING, IRON AND STEEL. 
JULY 6. 

Llangefni U.D.C. — Provision, laying 
and jointing of 4 in. and 5 in. asbestos- 
eement pipe-lines together with construc- 
tion of pumping station, settling tanks, 
filter house, etc. H. B. Ward, M.I.C.E., 
Consulting E., 36, Hoghton-st., Southport. 
Dep. £3 3s. 


ROAD, SEWERAGE AND WATER 
WORE 


JULY 8. 
Northampton R.D.C.—Laying of approx. 
450 lin. yds. of 9 in. sewer together with 
manholes, ete. R, J. Miller, A.I.A.8., S. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS. 
JULY 6. 

Loughborough College — Assistant 
Master for Building Trade subjects. The 
Registrar, Loughborough College, 
Loughborough, Leics. 

JULY 13. 


*Fulham B.C.—Temporary Engineering 
Assistants. Wilfred Townend, T.C. 
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JULY 14. 

*Liverpool E.C.—Teacher of Brickwork 
and General Building subjects at City 
Technical College. Director of Education, 
14, Sir Thomas-st., Liverpool. 

*Tottenham B.C.—Temporary Senior 
5 eee R, J, Williams, A.M.Inst.C.E., 


JULY 20. 
Swansea C.B.—Water Engineer and 
Manager. T. C 


A.R.P. SCHEMES 


LONDON. 

Holborn.—B.C. placed following con- 
tracts for strengthening public shelters 
in various positions: Turner & Cooper, 
Ltd.; Falkus Bros., Ltd. (two contracts). 

Lewisham.—Following tenders recom- 
mended for acceptance for strengthening 
of shelters: Walker Clinging & Co., at 
£1,424 (Group A); Henry Kent (Builders), 
Ltd., at £1,677 (Group B). (Latter tender 
subject to approval of Regional Commis- 
sioners.) 

Malden and Coombe.—T.C. accepted 
tender of J. Gardener & Co., Ltd., at £400 
for strengthening 24 covered shelters 
subject to Regional approval. 

Southgate.—For shelter at Alderman’s 
Hill Day Nursery, contract placed at 
£290 with Messrs. O. and S., Ltd; £190 
contract for work at control room placed 
with Tarran Industries, Ltd. 

Wandsworth.—Regional Commissioners 
sanctioned acceptance of following 
tenders for strengthening of shelters: 
Bridge Walker, Ltd., 24 5S0-person type 
“A” shelters at £178 per shelter, and 
four 100-person type ‘“D” shelters at 
£313 per-shelter; Tamworth Park Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., 29 50-person type 
“©” shelters at £181 7s. 9d. per shelter 
and 6 100-person type ‘“B”’ shelters at 
£315 19s. 10d. per shelter. 

Wood Green. — T.C. placed contracts 
with following for strengthening of 23 
communal shelters; E. & A. Jenkin, Ltd., 

; W. R. Cruse, Ltd., £1,669; R. F. 
Peachey & Sons, Ltd., £681.—Regional 
Commissioners sanctioned total expendi- 
ture of £4,257 for waterproofing, 
strengthening, ete., of trench shelters. 


PROVINCIAL. 
Blackpool.—T.C. approved: Extensions 
and alterations to sub-divisional station 


for N.F.S. : 
Boston.—T.C. propose shelter at High- 


st. 

Brighouse.—T.C. propose water tank.— 
T.C. approved construction of water 
supply tanks on various sites for N.F.S. 

Burnley.—T.C. propose: Waterproofing 
basements for static water storage; con- 
struction of foundations for water tanks 
on selected sites; erection of timber 
dams. Plans by E. 8S. Stackhouse, B.S. 

Conisborough.—U.D.C. propose adapta- 
tion of public baths hall for emergency 
rest centre. 

Dartford.—B.C. accepted tender of P. 
Miller & Son at £737 for.erection of four 
garages and quarters ‘for ambulance 
drivers at first-aid post. : 

Ellesmere Port.—U.D.C. propose in- 
stallation of electricity in domestic com- 
munal shelters. Plans by C. W. Davies, 
E. and 8. , 

Hawarden.—N.F.S. propose adaptation 
of premises for service station. Plans by 
G. I. Reidford, 8. 

Hyde. — Regional Commissioner 
approved plans of B.E. for the strength- 
ening of 75 domestic communal shelters. 

Jairrow-on-Tyne.—Shelter and lavatory 
accommodation to be erected for St. John 
Malting Co. Plans by G. C. Young, 
Grange-rd. West, Jarrow. 

Ludlow.—T.C. to consider proposals for 
public cleansing station and_ water 
storage. Plans by W. G. Lane, B.S. 

Norwich.—City Council to provide 
shelter at Bull Close school at £780. 

Whitley Bay.—U.D.C. approved plans 
for alterations to fire station. 


SCOTLAND. 
Perth.—Decontamination centre to be 
erected to plans by Corporation architect. 


THE BUILDER 


RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE 


AS AND FROM Ist FEBRUARY, 1942 
{Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors] 








Aberavon .......0-. 
Aberdare.... 
Abergavenny ........ 
Abingdon .......... 
Accrington ......+++. 
Aldeburgh 

oo eee 
Alfreton ... 

Alnwick ... 
Altrincham.......... 
Ambl 


po © AR “ 
Ashford (Kent) 
Ashford (Middlesex). . 
Ashington 

Ashtead 
Ashton-under-Lync .. 
Aylesbury 

EEE 6 vo.cncons ee 
Bagshot ... 

Banbury ... 

Barnsley . 

Barnstaple . ee 
Barrow-in-Furness ., 
Barry re 


Beaconsfield 
Beccles ... 
Bedford ... 
Berkhamsted 

Berwick .. 

Beverley 
Bexhill-on-Sea 
Bideford ¢ 
Biggleswade 
Billericay... 
Birchington 
Birkenhead. . . 
Birmingham 

Bishop Auckland .... 
Bishop’s Stortford... . 
Blackburn .. por 
Blackpool .. 

Blyth swe 
se ea Regis..... 


Bournemouth 
Bracknell 


Bradford-on-Avon 


Brentwood 
Bridgwater 
Bridlington 


Bromsgrove 

Buckley 

Bungay 
Burnham-on-Crouch.. 
Burnley 

Burslem 


Cambridge 
Canterbury...... ein 
Cardiff. 


Caterham 
Chard 


Chichester 








Crafts- 
men. 








| 
Lab- 
jourers, 


Crafts- 
men. 


Lab- 


ourers,. 


Crafts- 








(Clitheroe 


‘Cobham (Surrey) .... 


I (st ‘Colchester pe 
1/5 \Colwyn ROSAS 
1 |Congleton Vabiness es 
\Coventry 

|Cranbrook 


| Crowborough........ 
||Cuckfield 

||Darlington . 

a.” Jee 


|'Dea 





IDrontenict coves mi weep 
|Dudley 

|Dunstable 

> urham City 
|Eastbourne 

Glam. (Mon. Val.) 
Eas Grinstead 
—aaageargs 





|Falmouth 
|Fareham 
Faversham .......... 
| Felixstowe 
iley 
| Fleetwood 
||Flint 
||Folkestone 
||Frinton-on-Sea 
| Frome 


||Gainsborough 
Gateshead Sc Sacewale ‘ 
|Gillingham nena 
\Glossop 

teaser a 
ene 

Goole 

|'Gosport . 
\|Grantham’ oa 

| Gravesend 
| ‘Great Yarmouth | 
|Grimsby .... 

| Guildford - qe 
||Guilsborough. Vacee 
| Halifax 

||Hanley 

| Harpenden 





Hartlepools 
| Harwic 





| | Haywards Heath ... “7 


Hednesford 
| Hemel Hempstead. . 
Henley-on-Thames 
| Hereford 
| Herne Bay 
| Hertford 


| Hedderaticid | 
| Hull 

| Hunstanton 

|H untingdon 





| Harrogate ..... deinest 




















43 | ea 


+ | 





\Isle of Thanet 
\Isle of Wight .. 
\Keighley 
|Kenilworth 


} ‘Leamington 





| Littlehampton 

'|Liverpool 

\Llandudno 

|Llanelly 4 

||London— 

| 12m, radius ......| *2/04 
12-15m. radius ..| *2/0 
|Long Eaton 

||Longton 

oc eronae 

|\Lout 


Macclesfield . 

Maidenhead 

Maidstone 

Malvern 

Manchester 

Manningtree 

Mansfield 

=, 

|Marga' 

Market rulishioatt 

| |Matlock 

||Melton Constable 
Melton Mowbray . 
|Merthyr 
'|Middlesbrough 
|Middleton 
|Middlewich 
[Milford Haven 
|Morecambe 

Morley ind enh lala ec 
\|Mundesley 
|Nantwich 

‘Nelson 
|Newark-on-Trent . 














\Newcastle-on-Tyne .. 
||Newcastle-u.-Lyme .. 
|New Forest 
|Newmarket 

Newport, Mon. 
{Newport Pagnell 
|Northampton 
|Norwich 

Nottingham 
|Nuneaton 

,Oakham ..... 
‘Oldham 

Ormskirk 

(Oxford 

Oxted 

| Paignton 
||Peterborough 

|' Plymouth 
|Pontefract ..... 
|'Pontypridd 

Port Talbot 
|/Portsmouth 

Preston 

Pulborough‘ 
Ramsgate 

Reading 

| Redditch 
| Redhil 


} men. 


Lab- 


ourers, 
1 43 
1/4 








|\Saxmundham,..... 
Scarborough 
ae: 


y 
ovencain’! ae 
eee 
|Sheffiz Id 


Shrewsbury 
Sittingbourne 
Skegness 
Sleaford . 
Slough 
Southampton 





||Southport 
South Shields 


Stamford 
\|Stevenage 
Stockport 


Stoke-on-Trent 
Stourbridge 
Stourport 
Stowmarket 
Stratford-on-Avon 
Stroud 





Swindon 


Tamworth 
Taunton 
Tenterden 
Thames Haven 
Thetford 
Thorpe Bay 
Todmorden 
Tonbridge 


Tru 

Tunbridge Wells 
Uppingham 
Uttoxeter . 
Wakefield 
Walsall 

Walsden 


are 
Warminster 
Warrington 
Warwick 
Wellington R.D. 
Welwyn 
Welwyn Gar. City ..! 
Wells (Norfolk) 
West Bromwich | 
Westcliff-on-Sea | 
Weston-super-Mare .. 
Weybridge 
wie 


Widnes 
Wigan 
Wigton 
Willington 
Wilmslow 
Winchester 
Windermere 


Woking 
Wokingham 
Wolverhampton 
Woodbridge 
Worcester 
Workington 
Worksop 
Worthing 
Wrexham 
Wroxham 
Wycombe 


Southend-on-Sea .... 


Stockton-on-Tees .... 








| Ilfracombe Wymondham 


V/ 44 | 
44 | Ingatestone 


val 1/43 | Salisbury City 
1/64 ||Ipswich 


1/5_ | Salisbury Plain .... 
1/5} | Sawbridgeworth 


Cirencester ... 
Clacton 
Cleveleys 


1 
U/st 
1/5 


ia 








* Painters 4d. less than other Craftsmen. t Plus 2d. per working day. t Plasterers 2/14. 
§] Tradesman’s Labourers, 1/74. Navvies and General Labourers, 1/63. 
§ Joiners, Plumbers, Bricklayers, Tilers and Ma3ons receive 2/- per week or 4d. per day Tool Money. 
Nore.—Carpenters and Joiners in all Towns and Districts (other than Birkenhead and Liverpool) receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland, see Page 18 , 





‘ 


July 3 1942 


THE BUILDER 


PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS‘ 


ote : Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. The prices 
of soft woods are for cash on delivery. At present linseed oil and genuine spirits of turpentine can only be supplied in cans in small quantities. 


BRICKS, &c. 


The price for Stock Bricks has been altered to minimum | 


price at works for full lorry loads. Sittingbourne 
district. A quotation for cartage should be obtained 
as the haulage question is difficult. 


First Hard Stocks 

Second Hard Stoc 

Mild Stocks 

Single Rough Stocks +112 
Third Common Stocks 


2} in. Phorpres. 
A discount of 6d. 1,000 only 
monthly account. 


9 
9 
9 
a 3 
selected wnenay: 
Londog Git 4.56 0s shiebee sd hesuacliees 
Best blue Pressed Staffs. (London Stns.) . 
Do. Bullnose (London Stns.) 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) . 
Best Stourbridge Fire a (London ‘Stns. 


0 3in. 
, A Stns.) 
D’ble Str’tch’rs 
D’ble Headers 33 10 
0 O One side&two ends 37 10 
10 0 Twosides&one end 38 10 
— Bullnose Splays and 
and 44 in. Flats34 10 0 Squints...... 0 
Second Quality, £2 per 1,000 less n Cream 
and buff, £2 extra over white. Other colours. Hard 
Glaze. £5 10s. extra over white. 
App Levy ON BRICKS, 3/-per 1,000 except Glazed Bricks. 


PARTITION SLABS. 
Delivered on site London Area. 
“ PHORPRES ” HOLLOW PARTITION BLOCKS. 


s. 4@ 
2” per yd. sup. 2% 
24" 


eeree 


+ i 
GLAZED BRICKS. 
Best White Ivory 
and Salt Glazed 


a 


CON GAroOo AN Ca: 


a per yd. ~ 


— 


” - ° 1 
** CLINKER Concnie 
ii per yd. SUS sao ois ee a ” per yd. sup. 


Taek ” ” 
CRANHAM TERRA COTTA. 

Size 12 x 9 x 2” per yd. super 

Size 12x 9x 24 a 

Size 12x9x3 a 

Size12x9x4@” ,, 

HEMPSTEAD—KEYED Two SIDES. 
x2 aoe Oe eh ak © AP 
12” x 9” x 24" uve 24 12°29" x4 '.. 0% 

Per yard super ‘d/d. Free on site, London. 
Plus 2d. for smooth one side, and 4d. for smooth 


sides, 
STONE. 


BatH STONE.—Delivered in railway trucks at 
Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or 
South Lambeth, G.W.R., per ft. cube ...... 

Beer STONE—RANDOM BLOCK— 

Free on rail at Seaton Station. . r ft cube 

Delivered free on rail Nine Elms, Rs c00 

Selected approximate size one way, Id. per 

cubic ft. extra, selected approximately 

three sizes or for special work, 3d. per 
cubic ft. extra. 

PorRTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, Rly., South Lambeth 
Station, G.W.R., and Westbourne Park, 
Paddington, GW. me per ft. cube 

Do. do. delivered on road waggons as above 
stations ft. cube 

White basebed, 3d. per ft. cube extra. 

Note.—Id. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and 4d. beyond 30 ft. 

Horton-Woop STONE— 

F.0.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire, 
Random blocks from ” ft. and over P.ft.cb. 

Sawn two sides 

Sawn three or four sides . ; 

York Stone, BLUE—Robin Hood Quality.” 

Delivered at any Goods Station, Logdon. 

6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
30 R. SUNSET) cc ccccceseccs ..-per ft. super 

6 in. parte two sides, ditto .... » 

3 in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 
dom sizes) 

2 in. to 24 in. sawn one side slabs 
(random sizes) (pavii 

1} in. to 2 in. ditto ..... seneees 

Harp York— 

Delivered at any Goods Station, Len@e. 

Scrappled random blocks ft. cube 

6 in. sawn two sides landings to 7 ee 
40 ft. super) per 

6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto ... 

4 in. sawn two sides — (random 


~ 


WwW WWNN WN Ww? 
ome 


-_ 


2 in. self-faced random “t.é 
CAST STONE. 


Delivered in London area in full van | 
cube: Plain, 7s. 6d. Moulded, 8s. 
Smail section cills and copings, 11s. 


per ft. 


SAND. 
> pS per yd. 


128 Od. 
13s. Od. 
10s. 6d. 
16s, Od. 
10s. Od. 
CEMENT. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard ee ar 
delivered London Area. . d, 
6 ton loads and upwards site .. 
1 ton to 6 tons site 
Alongside Vauxhall in 80 ton lots 
* Ferrocrete ” Rapid ee Cement— 
6 ton loads and upwards site . 
1 ton to 6 tons site 
Alongside Vauxhall in 80 ton lots 
“ Aquacrete ” Water Repellent, “ Blue Circle ” 
cement, 30s. per ton extra on ordinary “ Blue 
Circle ” prices. 
ye Colorcrete” Nos. 1 and 2. Coloured Rapid 
Hardening Portland Cement, in 6-ton lots . 
“ Colorcrete”” not rapid hardening, according 
to colour, from £7 to £15 10s. per ton. 
“ Snowcrete ” White Portland Cement .... 
“417” . Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) 
Delivered site London Area in 6 ton lots 
and upwa: perton3 9 6 
Plus packages at current prices, 
Super Cement (Waterproof), bags extra ...... 319 6 
Nore.—Paper bags will be charged at the rate of 7s. 
nett per ton. Jute sacks charged Is. 9d. nett each and 
Is, 6d. nett each allowed if returned to works within two 
weeks, in good condition. 
“~~ will a by makers on returned em ty jute 
sac! 
Romancement 8 10 ° Keene’s Cement, White 7 % % 
Parian Cement 7 Pink 610 0 
Cementone — for cement according to tints per cwt. 


from £3 5s, 0d. SLATES. 

First cua slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, 
carriage paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. 
Per 1,000 actual. . 


Abyi2 .... 45 §$ 
22 by 12 37 17 
34-2 


33: @ 
5 


delivered 
2 miles 
radius 

i soe’ Paddington. 
in. Broken Briek 
Pan Breeze ... 


6 
6 
9 
6 
6 
0 


49 6 


10 5 0 


8. 
pd 10... 
8by9 .. 


coanc 


. 
eee 
sense 
. 


20 by 10 











WMY-Fith is the 
ansiwer to your 
centering problem 


Use the reinforcing steel 
as centering for the slabs 


Hy-Rib —the 
combined centering 
and reinforcement 


Temporary bearer 
for supporting 
Hy-Rib 


HY-RIB is a centering for 


concrete during construction 


HY-RIB is a reinforcement 
for the structural slab 


Over 11,000,000 square feet 
of HY-RIB combined centering 
and reinforcement has been 
used in wartime buildings 


For the guidance of Constructional Staffs 
we provide working drawings for par- 
ticular applications of Hy-Rib. 


HY-R 


COMBINED CENTERING ee 
AND REINFORCEMENT e@ect Bf 





HY-RIB SALES, 6 COLLINGHAM GARDENS 
EARLS COURT, S.W.5. ‘PHONE: FROBISHER $141 








473264 


Above prices for 4-ton loads and over London 

Best Ground Blue Grey Stone Lime 2 1 
Lias Lime .... 3 7 6 Chalk Lime 1 

Granite ade 115 0 —_ a Gut, .. 

Norte. are c each, and credited 
Is, Ga recarned fo good conainion witha tres 

months, carriage 


paid. 
Stourbridge Fireelay i in paper bags, £2 12s. 6d. in 6-ton 
lots at railway depot. 


TILES. 
Delivered at London rate stations in full i ~~ loads 
of not less than 6 toms.......eseseeees 
f.o.r. London, 


Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or 
Staffordshire district ......se0--sse00+- £5 6 
Ditto hand-made ditto ..........0002. 6 7 

Ornamental ditto 614 

Hip and valley tiles 0 12 
(per dozen) 0 12 


‘ Hand-made vebesesd 
Machine-made .....+ 


WOOD. 
1 INCH AND UP THICK. 
Average price for prime quality. 
s. 


Dry English Wainscot Billets. . 
Dry Slavonian Billet Wainscot .. 
Dry Cuba Mahogany logs 
Square-edged Honduras Mahogany . 
Log Cut Honduras we 
American Figured Oa! 

American Plain Oak 

Jap. Figured Oak -.. 

-~ Plain Oak ...... 

pin a Whitewood . 

African Whitewood 


eneondnderentbessre 


APOxnye 


at ee 


A 
Best Scotch glue .....+++ssssseee++ DEF CWty 
Liquid glue .........,seeeeeee00--per gallon 
SOFT WOOD. 

MERCHANTABLE BRITISH COLUMBIAN 

Minimum. 

Scantlings in imported sizes, £-s. d. 

Fin Oe dia te aie be itn. 43 10 0 


PLANED BOARDS. 
Prime CLEAR British COLUMBIAN Ping. 
~ Per anne, 


£3 4 
TIS oc. ssibsjncsesascoasesenss OD 
ner seat 

d. 


53 
66 


° Ps 
muauocoooocoocoooooor$oMm 
NONVHKHONUNWNYs 


PINg 

Maximum. 
£ sad. 
53 0 0 


meg 
in. by 


1 in. ot edge flooring ...scccccccscccece 
14 in. di coves cecceoseecoceveence 


1 in. tongued ‘and QTOOVER 5 oc ccccccccccces 
14 in. di 


in. 
_ 
in. 


S.D. Biscocks, CRUTCH HEAD, FOR IRON. 
in. in. 
6/9 44/6 per doz. 
Tomer Bis Cocks FOR IRON. 
in. 2 in. 
1/- 51/3 per doz. 
STOP ome FOR JRON. 
in. Zin. lin. 1}in. 14in. 2in. 
/6 44/— 81/6 195/- 272/-A53/— per doz. 
S.D.S. Sa — TWO UNIONS FOR LEAD, 
sin. Zin. ifin. I4in. 2in. 
45/- 77/6 1- 24o/~ 372/- 624/- per doz. 
DovuBLe aA ns Scnews, 
4in. Zin. 1 in. 
5/6 


in. 
6 /- 


ie 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
Delivered in London. 
M.O.H. 


S.D. 


in ti 
one 195/- Pit per doz, 
— — SCREWS. 


ii/s’ 2 21/6 3 78 4 5 5016 per doz. 


2in. 3i . mat i . aie 
13/6 25/- 37/- 46/- per doz. 
LEAD TRAPS WITH CLEANING 
146 Ibs. 14.6 Ibs. 27 Ibs. 3X7 Ibs. 
26/- - — 92/- per doz. 
Lead S. 34/- 41/- 67/ 115/- per doz. 
FF arag .— Plumbers’, 1/5 ; Tinmen’s, 1/9. Blow pipe, 


as 





ven on this page has been 
agp compiled for BUILDER, and is copyright. 

aime in tls Het. in to. sive, ay Sn.0g Boewes the 
average prices of mat no. necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality and uantity yw toed affect 
prices—a fact which should remembered by those 


* The information 





who make use of this information. Prices are subject 
to 24 per cent. cash discount. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 
METALS. 


Joists, GmRDERS, &C., TO LONDON STATION PER TON— 

R.S. Joists, cut and fitted . £23 10 0 
Plain Compound Girders - 6 90 ; 
ee teceserecccccececccecs 33 10 0 


ions . 28 10 
in gat oy 
Nore.—These prices are for oe pieces and not 
special pieces of an awkward na 
MILD STEEL ROUNDS. “Tol Section Stations, per ton. 
Diamete: s. d. Diameter. 8. 
0 0 fin. tofin.. 21 10 0 
eeruvnes 0 O fin. to2jin.. 21 0 
WrouGHT TUBES AND FITTINGS. 
Deliveries from works. 
Deliveries from London stock Puts % gross. 





Tubes. Tubulars. and A a 9 
4/6" 47/6" (19/24 47/2" 24°/6" 


Light weight.. Sit  — A & & 
ht a 39. 41 49. 
Galv.lightweight . 38 39. 48 
alv.heavyweight 3t 41 


31 29: 
of 3%, less and ~— Md sizes }’/}” inclusive, charged extra 
ti Nl 9 25/34 5% less gross discount. 


Tiaene_Don cash end of month following date of 
nvoice. Carriage paid on lots of £10 nett value and ever. 


C.1. HaLr-Rounp Gutters—London Prices ex Works. 
per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. 


Stop 
ont Nozzles. ends. 





1 
BR ie 
1 1/8 74d. 
36 sot 9d. 
O.C. Gurrers. 
1/103 vn 5d. 
2/1 1/7. 6 
ie 
2/84 2/3 1 
RAIN WATER PIPES. 
Pipe Bends. Branches. 
Stock angles. 
BOM. sclecnvevesess 2/23 1/54 2/2 
— eocccccecesecs zat 1/8 2/7k 
seccceces eacce 2/ 2/1 3/2 
at IM. cecccccee ocove 3/2 2/ 3/72 
prepene os6epe 3/83 i 3/0. 4/5 


NETT PRICES 
Tonnage Pra... 1. lots, 5 per cent. 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 
L.C.C. Coatep Som Pires—London Prices, ex Stock. 





Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. Bends. Branches. 
am ems 3/9 2/74 3/2 
2/10 3/114 
4/9 3/2 4/84 
3/114 5/53 
4/5 6/34 
Pipe. Bends. Branches. 
3 in. pe ot in 9 fts, 3/5 6/3 9/11 
Men tok ga YT 7/1 12/6 
Sie. 1 2 Be...» 9/7 12/9 19/3 
¢*. Soe eos 11/S 14/8 '/6 
- Per ton basis 


Mild Steel Bars... 
Mild Steel Hoops 








pes ten (two-ton lots). 
Soft Steel Sheets, C.R. and C.A.— 617 


Pr rrrreeee err ee ene eee eee 
eee e es ese esses ereessseeeere 
eee e cere rere esses eeseseee 


eeeeeeeaseeseees 


ooo o9o9Oo ANN 





Cut Nails, 3 in. and ”, 
- suitable for com- 

—— ante fittings, painting two coats, 
Piet sclivers to job, average price about Is. 4d. to Is. 7d. 
per foot super. 





a &e. 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 a ogi 
(5 galls. Pon Sia 
Zexpentios (- oF 
ite Lead, pe 
Ser GG vi if Ib. tina es 


eeeeececeseore 


Na Woocom 


ne ttt 
aren Oowume 


Cwoo wowou 


ee! Say 
Turp tine substitute can be obtained 
acco: to quality from 3/3 gallon up 


SNowceM CEMENT PAINT ....-+ 
C.M.C. CAMOUFLAGE PAINT 


eeeeeereersees 


tp 
go 
§ 


NN 
nar 
co 


THE BUILDER 


*This town has its own rates : 
but 1/10 is paid owing to the scarcity at present ; 
The information given in this table is copyright. 








Perth 
Masons, 1/84 ; Carpenters, 1/84 ; a 1/84 ; Plumbers, 1/9 ; 
1/84 and Labourers, 1/4 
Rates of wages in England and Wales are given on page 16 


Painters, 


July 3 1942 


BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


_ Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from February 1. Every endeavoul 
is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 


Grade Classification A Al A2 _ AZ B Bl 

Craftsmen..... " 1/114 1/11 1/104 1/10 1/94 1/9 

Labourers .... 1/6 1/53 1/5} 1/5 1/44 1/4} 
Aberdeen ......+.- A Dumfriesshire ...... A2 IOVOFMINGs < sicvesvnbs ° Perthshire .......... ) 
AGUMIG 6c ccicvnsce A WEES 605s vksinteed A a Al pS EIS Al 

Sahinite anaes B Dunoon ...........-A Kincardineshire ......A2 | Renfrewshire ......A 

Berwickshire ........ A2 East Fife......cceee A Kinross-shire ........ A othesay ..--+eees- A 
Bridge of Allan ...... A East Lothian ........ A Lanarkshire ........ A | Roxburghshire A 
Broughty Ferry ......A | Edinburgh .......... A | Midlothian 1.2.2... a | Rae r 
Clackmannanshire ..A Fifeshire ........00+. A Mosifieth ......c00e A Stewartry . “A 
DOORE © vpveveyccess A Forfarshire ........ A2 Moray and Nairn ....B Stirlingshire“ & 
Dunblane .......... A GiRRQOW . oicsea veer A Newport .......0-. A_ | Stornoway : 
Dumbartonshire A Greenock .........- A Peeblesshire’ ........ A2 | Tayport.... A 
ee roe Al Hamilton .........- Sak | Sa eee A West Lothian 








A 
Plasterers, 1/9} 

















VARNISHES, &c. 


Per salon. 
s. d. 
Oak Varnish ..... aimenedeen bea Outside 016 0 
Gch. die cuabens¥onents ‘ e 018 0 
Pine COM. vccsccccaesncccape En 10 0 
Wale COE. g cnocnvercsscccnss - i Er Ge 
Pale Opal Cocte wdadtancoene ‘i 160 
Meet AO. Or iv cccesneedcvess am 114 0 
Floor Varnish” PE SE ry eee Inside 100 
Fine Pale Paper .......eeseees “a 100 
Fine Copal Cabinet ..........++ fe 140 
Fine Copal Flatting a ae ee 
Hard Drying Oa! re 100 
Fine Hard ‘Drying ¢ Oak ca 1 1 6 
Fine Copal Varnish jut £246 
Pale i. | auwerekecces+s e 114 0 
Best do. Lwaeaiceun soe #4 = 14 6 
Best Japan Gold Size ........-+ ‘> 114 6 
Best Black Japan ..........ssssceecseee co OS 4 
Oak and Mahogany Stain (water) .......- 014 0 
Brunswick Black ......cccccccevesecssess 09 6 
Berlin Black ........++0+ Govovcegce po eee 016 0 
Knotting (patent) ....seecccecseceeccers 017 0 
French and Brush Polish.........-++++++++ 014 0 
Liquid Dryers in Terebene .......: eeeceees O11 0 
Cuirass Black Enamel .......---++++eese0% ‘ca ee 
LEAD, &c. 
ry we 
(Delivered in Lond 
Las Shee, English, 4 Ib and UP ...e-e0s 3 10 
ent in COUS ....0eeeeeeeeeeeeceees axe ae 
DO?) dros ese skeiincs casdoece ole dene 

Compo pipe .....-sssceccesecscccnescs 42 5 0 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


NEW BUILDINGS 


CARLUKE.—Hovusses.—Plans prepared 
for houses at Greenbank Farm Grounds, 
being John H. Fraser 


the architect 
Stewart, 38, High-st., 


GLASGOW.—BUILDING.—Plans 
pared for rest-room, the architects being 
Charles MacNair & Elder, 272, St. Vin- 


cent-st., Blythswood, 


pared for the reconstruction and restora. 
the architect being Thomas 
” 261, West George-st., 
wood, Glasgow. —Plans prepared for new 
the architect being George 
256, West George-st., 


tion, etc., 
Cordiner, 


, 


buildings, 
Boswell, 
wood-sq., Glasgow. 
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ENGLISH SHEET GLASS 


ORDINARY GLAZING eee Saas 


IN ‘CRATES OF STOCK 
(O.Q.) AND SELECTED 





LAZING QUALITY (S.Q.). 
I t cooding 90 ln. long 48 id 
n sizes not ex in. long or in. wide o 
110 united inches. 
0.2. S.Q 
18 oz. jn 300M. CANS (a. cccccvcccccscss 24d. 234. 
24 oz. 5, 200 hae, ERED Con cle cee oi ae at 
ON ca SNES Flin” 0h 7 ae ane pine a acmeeie 4d. 444. 
32 OZ. yp DOOR. we © cevccccccccceces Sid. 640 
24 CR. SOR By CONN Sen cicaccceccase 34d. 44d. 
2 ee oo encascnees se ease 3 4 
32 oz. ,, 300 ano Gaddeswegssatves 5 
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Figured rolled, and Cathedral, eile axe5 ss osisk 644. 
— rolled and Cathedral, tinted............ 7 
Rolled BRO. i icsccccvessvccccviascescsense 
—_ hacer meee Cross Reeded and Chevron 
Rolled pvt nha REET G cast double rolled. 
Per tt. 
3s «4 
Wire Rolled, 4 in. thick ..... weikedkoawne ce es -0 4 
boone F hey NE es ceeb scssevbcesece oe O & 
Georgian Wired Cast ........2-000 Sasecas biaet® & 
“ Calorex ” Sheet, SE ges. 5.6 cas seeveeaides jana 8 
i a. Fe? ooo Jkhaaws wens Gaels “~ z s 
a eS eee eer de 
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CURRENT AND PROPOSED 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Barnard Castle.—U.D.C. to proceed 
with scheme for augmenting water 
supply. 

barnsley.—T.C. received sanction to 
borrow £2,000 for site works and erection 
of hutments for day nurseries at Wils- 
thorpe and Burton Grange. Plans by 
H. Taylor, B.E. 

Bradford.—T.C. propose additions to 
children’s home, Park-rd. 

Brighouse.—T.C. to invite tenders for 
painting and decorating reading room 
at central public library, also for erec- 
tion of sectional prefabricated hut for 
nursery classes at Law-la., South- 
owram.—T.C. propose structural altera- 
tions to Town Hall and rating and 
collectors’ office, at £887.—T.C. to proceed 
with layout of New-st., Clifton, repairs to 
Castle-ave., alterations to Post office, 
heating of scarlet fever block and pro- 
vision and fixing of vertical boiler ‘at 
isolation hospital. 

Coventry.—D. E. E. Gibson (A.), City 
Architect, la, Warwick-row, is preparing 
scheme for re-planning of central shop- 
ping site. 

Dewsbury.—Board of Management of 
Dewsbury and District General Infirmary, 
Moorlands, propose new heating scheme 
at £2,000. 

Durham.—B. of E. approved plans for 
improvements to  out-offices at New 
Seaham Low Colliery school at £365. 

Heald Green, Ches. Rev. W. Grim- 
wood and Parochial Church Council 
pespete permanent parish Church of St. 
Catherine. 

Hendon.—A. Francis & Sons appointed 
quantity surveyors for rebuilding part of 
Ward Pavilion No. 4 at Hendon Isolation 
Hospital. Tenders to be invited for 
work, estimated at £3,640. £250 tem- 
porary shelter proposed at Watling Park 
bowling green. 

Isle of Ely.—C.C. propose maternity 
home for Jisbech and  Ely.—C.C. 
approved sewerage scheme for Beaupre 
school, Outwell. 

Kenilworth.—_H.M. Home Office _pro- 
pose remand home for boys at Glass- 
house-lane. 


Leigh.—T.C. propose day nursery 
adjacent to Stone House. 
iverpool.—Reflooring, at £700, pro- 


posed at Piggery block, Stanley Abattoir. 

Manchester.—Prefabricated war-time 
day nurseries to be established at Bris- 
coe-la. (£2,508); Brownley-rd (£2,388); 
Lightbowne-rd., £2,100; and Nuthurst-rd., 
£1,890. Premises at Embden-st., Hulme, 
to be converted to nursery at £1,820, also 
premises at Smedley House and Great 
Western-st. 

Middlesbrough.—Kitching & Co., 21, 
Albert-rd., prepared plans for garage at 
filling station at Acklam-rd., South, for 
M. P. Crombie. 

Nantwich.—U.D.C. propose new 
terminus. 

Silsden.—E.C. propose nursery classes 
at Steeton infants’ school. 

Southgate.—Plan estimated at £1,560 
prepared by B.E. for additional office 
accommodation at town hall. 

Stalybridge.—T.C. approved bakehouse 
for A. Hinchliffe. 

Tynemouth.—T.C. to carry out repairs 
to Fish Quay at’ North Shields at £2,270. 
Plans by D. .M. O’Herlihy, 19, Howard- 
st., North Shields. 

Wakefield.—T.C. propose external 
painting and internal decorations to 


*bus 


junior library’ and _ reference library, 
Drury-la. 
Wellingborough. — U.D.C. approved 


additions to boot works for T. Minney 
Co.; additions to premises for J. 
Pendered & Son, auctioneers. 


Foundations in Disturbed Ground. 

A publication entitled ‘‘ Report on 
Foundations—Part I—Foundations in Dis- 
turbed Ground ’”’ has just been issued by 
the Institution of Structural Engineers. 
Copies of the Report may be obtained from 
11, Upper Belgrave-street, London, S.W.1, 
price 1s., including postage. 
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BRITISH RESTAURANTS 
AND CANTEENS 


Durham.—Plans been approved for 
miners’ canteen at South Medomsley. 
A. H. Fennell, Bridge End-chbrs., 
Chester-le-Street, Durham, architect. 

Durham.—County E.C. approved plans 
for school meals facilities at another 
seven schools in Seaham area. Plans by 
F. Willey, 34, Old Elvet, Durham, County 
Architect. 

Harrow.—U.D.C. to establish B.R. at 
Whitchurch Institute. 

Hendon.—T.C. to house four new B.R.s. 
in Nasherete huts instead of brick build- 
ings as previously decided. Brick B.R. 
to be built at Cressingham-rd. Site for 
B.R. to be acquired at Hale-lane, 
Edgware. B.R. to be established at 
Christ Church Hall. £1,810 tender of Kent 
& Sussex Contractors accepted for B.R. 
-at The Hyde. : 

Ilkeston.—T.C. propose school canteen 
at Gladstone schools. Plans by A. O. 
Marshall, B.S. 

Northumberland.—Miss M. P. Reavell, 
Lloyds Bank-chbrs., Alnwick# is architect 
for miners’ canteen schemes. 

Shirebrook.—Blackwell R.D.C. propose 
adaptation of premises for B.R. Plans 
by A. H. Elliott, 8., Dale Close, Chester- 
field-rd. South, Mansfield. 

Southgate.—T.C. to requisition a part 
of Aquila, Clapshaw and _ Salmon’s 
premises, Chase. Side, as B.R. B.E. to 
prepare plans for ‘transferring canteen 
from town hall to two huts. 

Tynemouth.—Tenders to be obitained 
by T.C. for redecoration of Jubilee and 
Melbourne B.R. 

Walsall.—T..C. approved messroom 
and kitchen to premises at Goodall-st. 
Plans by M. E. Habershon, B.E. 

West Riding.—E.C. , propose  pre- 
fabricated _hutments at 11 schools 
and alterations to 19 schools for dining 
centres; adaptation of old Town Hall, 
Sowerby Bridge, for school canteen and 
youth centre. Plans by A. Booth, (A) 
County Architect, County Hall, Wake- 
field. H. Wormald (A.), County Educea- 
tion Architect. 

Wolverhampton.—T.C. propose exten- 
sions to canteen at transport depot at 


Wood Green.—B.E. to prepare scheme 
for extension and improvement of Mayes- 
rd. 
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AFTER THE WAR, THE PLAN; AFTER 
THE PLAN, STEEL SCAFFOLDING 
TO BUILD A BETTER BRITAIN.. 


The 


STEEL SCAFFOLDING CO. 
LTD., 


23 OATLANDS DRIVE, WEYBRIDGE, SURREY 













TENDERS 


The Editor welcomes authentic informa- 
tion for this feature from architects, sur- 
veyors or contractors. Items should reach 
4, Catherine-street, Aldwych, W.C.2, not 
later than Tuesday morning. 


Tenders for A.R.P. work will be found 
under ‘‘ A.R.P. Schemes.’’ 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally 'p 

} Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

{ Denotes accepted by H.M. (Government 
departments, 


Ta, toa 





Cheetham.—Rebuilding warehouse and 
offices. Drury & Gomersall, 11, Imperial- 
bldngs., Oxford-rd.,; Chorlton-on-Medlock, 
Manchester, 1, architects; *Thomas Cam- 
pion & Son, Devonshire-st., Ardwick, 
Manchester, 12, 

Chesterfield.— Painting and decorating 
5 schools and 2 houses, for T.C. Wil- 
cockson and Cutts, 12, Saltergate, archi- 
tects: Derby-rd. Junior school, *W. S. 
Bradshaw, Ltd., Eckington, £690; Whit- 
tington Moor Infants’, 2 houses, and 
Eyre-st. Infants’ school, *H. E. Berris- 
ford, Saltergate, Chesterfield, £253, £22, 
and £99. 

Durham.—Miners’ canteen at Emma 
colliery: *Shield Bros., Ltd., Back Park- 
terr., Swalwell, Durham. 

Glasgow.—Alterations and additions for 
Corporation. John MacCluskie, en- 
gineer and architect, Municipal-bldgs., 
Cochrane-st., Glasgow: excavation, brick 
and mason work; *John Train & Co., 
Ltd., Glasgow, £966. 

Hendon.—For larder at Algernon-rd. 
School, for T.C.: *E. S. Moss, Ltd., £350. 
For erection of prefabricated hut at 
Edgware as day nursery: *Highworth 
Construction Co., £1,298. 

Huyton-with-Roby.—Erecaion of two 
prefabricated hutments for additional 
temporary school accommodation for 
Lancashire E.C. A. Evans, County 
Architect, County Offices, Preston: *John 
Lucas & Son (Builders), Ltd., Eccleston- 
st., Preston, Lanes, £1,723. 

Kendal.—Erection of war-time nursery 
for T.C. G. German, B.S.: *S. Down- 
ham & Sons, Gillingate. 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts 
placed to the value of £500 or over for 
week ended June 20:— 

Building work: Parker Construction 
Co., Ltd.,. Kingston-on-Thames; Walter 
Llewellyn & Sons, Ltd., London, E.C.4; 
Higgs & Hill, Ltd., London, 8.W.8; F. G. 
Minter, Ltd., London, 8.W.15; J. Gerrard 
& Son, Ltd., Manchester; Walter Law- 
rence & Son, Ltd.,’ London, E.C.2; F. R. 
Hipperson & Son, Ltd., London, E.C.2. 

rection of structural steelwork: Tees- 
Side Bridge & Eng. Co., Ltd., Middles- 
brough; Motherwell Bridge & Eng. Co., 
Ltd., Motherwell; P. & W. McLellan & 
Co., Ltd., Glasgow. 

Civil engineering work: Chittenden & 
Simmons, Ltd., Oxford; A. M. Car- 
michael, Ltd., Edinburgh; Sir Robert 
McAlpine & Sons, Ltd., London, W.1; 
H. G. & Co. (Public Works), Ltd., North- 
wood, Middx.; Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
Denham, Middx; Taylor Woodrow (Con- 
struction), Ltd., Southall, Middx.; 
Richard Costain, Ltd.,. London, 8.W.1; 
W. & C. French, Ltd., Buckhurst Hill, 
Essex; Cowiesons, Ltd., Glasgow. 


‘General maintenance work: John 
Mowlem & Co., Ltd., London, 8.W.1; 
Harris Bros. (Marchay), Ltd., Derby; 
John Jackson & Sons, Newcastle; R. M. 
Phillips and Son, Ltd., Brigg; John 
McCreton, Ltd., Poole; Edward Jones, 
Penmaenmawr; Nicholson & Hush, 


Blyth; W. H. Young (Ackworth), Lid., 
Pontefract; J. G. Green & Son, Morpeth; 
James R. Rutherford & Sons, Newcastle; 
E. Coleman, Ltd., East Kirby. 

QLondon (War Dept.). — Contracts 
placed by War Dept. for week ended 
June 20:— 

Yorks *: Miscellaneous work, E. Oxley 
& Son, Sheffield; Wm. Drabble & Son, 
Sheffield. 

Staffs : Roadwork, Charles L. Warren, 
Wallasey, Ches. 
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Miscellaneous work, 


Warwickshire : 
3 Ltd., Pershore, 


Simpkins, 
Worcester. 
Oxfordshire : Miscellaneous 
Balls & Partners, Cuffley, Herts. 
Monmouthshire: Miscellaneous work: 
Davidson (Chepstow), Ltd., Chepstow. 
Kent: Miscellaneous work, War Barton 
& Co., Whitstable, Kent; R. Durtnell & 
Sons, Ltd., Brasted, Kent; E, Bishop & 
Sons, Ltd., Sittingbourne; H. Goodsell, 
Maidstone; R. Corben & Son, Maidstone; 
Foote, Milne & Co., Ltd., Margate. 
Surrey: Miscellaneous work, W. Pye, 
Tooting Junction, 8.W.17; H. Bacon & 
Son, Ltd., Coulsdon, Surrey. 
Surrey: Building work, Burnand & 
Pickett, Ltd., Wallington, Surrey. 
Hampshire: Hutting (erection), A. J. 
Dunning & Sons, Ltd., Weyhill, Hants. 
Co, Antrim: Hutting (erection), W. J. 
Jeffers, Belfast. 
Co. Antrim: Miscellaneous 
Donegall Building Works, Belfast. 
Co. Fermanagh: Roadwork, Mechanical 
Tar Spraying Co., Ballygally. 
Longsight.—Additions to garage and 
additions to premises. Harry 8. Fair- 
hurst & Son (FF.), Chancery-chbrs., 55, 
Brown-st., Manchester, 2, architects: *W. 
Gornall & Sons, Ltd., Gore-st., Salford, 3. 
Manchester.—Additions to kitchen and 
canteen to works. McCutcheon & 


work, 


work, 








‘(UNITE FOR STRENGTH”’ 


MASTER 
BUILDERS 


ENROL NOW 


FEDERATION OF GREATER 
LONDON MASTER BUILDERS 


MEMBERSHIP OVER 1,250 
SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0P.A. 


LARGEST ORGANISATION OF ITs KIND 


wRite on ‘pHone: SECRETARY, 
23. COMPTON TERRACE, UPPER STREET.N.1. 
CAN 2041/2 


THE BUILDER 


Walsingham (L.), 1,180a, Chester-rd., 
Stretford, architects: *William Thorpe 
& Son, Ltd., Chester-rd., Cornbrook, 
Manchester. 

North Riding.—Erection of school 
cooking depots at Yarm and Guisborough 
for E.C.: D. Oakley, Ltd., Northaller- 
ton (Cost, £1,800). 

Ossett.—External painting of hutments 
at Ossett Grammar School for 
J. A, A. Pratt, B.S. *Ossett Industrial 
Co-operative Society, Ltd., Dale-st., 
Ossett, near Wakefield. 

Paddington.—Alterations, repairs, etc., 
at proposed war-time day nursery at 
Blomfield-rd., for B.C.: *H. Brown & 
Sons (Builders), Ltd., £748. 

Rochdale.—Structural alterations to 
premises at Castleton for conversion into 
British Restaurant for 8. H. 
Morgan, B.S.: *Brierley & Castrees, 
Mellor-st., Rochdale. 

Southgate.—For erecting 3 N.F.S. sub- 
stations, for T.C.: *James Estates, Ltd.; 
*A. Scott & Sons (London), Ltd.; *Smith 
and Mills, Ltd. - f 

Wallsend.—Feeding centre at Richard- 
son Dees school: *J. H. James, Wallsend. 

Workington.—Extensions to municipal 
café and_ structural alterations to 
premises in Oxford-st., for conversion 
into cash and carry feeding centre for 
T.C. A. B. Cooper, B.S.: *Martin 
Munroe, Gordon-st., Workington, Cum- 
berland. 


CLOSURE OF BRICKWORKS 
CARE AND MAINTENANCE. 

The Ministry of Works and Buildings 
issues the following statement showing 
the position of brickworks under the con- 
centration of industry scheme at June 25, 
1942 :— 

Closed Transferred 
under to drain 
Scheme tiles 


Regions Total 
Scotland 
Northern ‘ 
North Eastern 
North Western 
East Midlands 
West Midlands 
Eastern ; 
Southern R 
South Western 
South Wales 


187 200 
Change of Address. 
Messrs. Isieg Steel Products, Ltd., have 


removed their offices to 19, Grosvenor- 
place, S.W.1. ' 











Boyle’s «sirup Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 
ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 
Ventilating Engineers, Emergency Address: 34 MORLAND 
AV., E. CROYDON, SURREY. Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 
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Economy in Timber, 

‘‘ Economy in Timber: Maximum Safe 
Spans for Joists and Rafters of Graded 
Timber ”’ is the title of Forest Products 
Research Leaflet, No. 22, just issued. It 
contains tables for maximum safe span in 
relation to imposed. load per square foot 
and spacing of the joists which may be 
applied to timber graded in accordance 
with instructions given in Leaflet No. 19. 
Copies may be obtained gratis from the 
Director, Forest Products Research 
Laboratory, Princes Risborough, Ayles- 
bury, Bucks. 











JUST READY— 


A new issue of the 6th edition containing 
Adaptation Tables revised up to October, 194] 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 


FOR EVERY CLASS OF 
BUILDING WORK 


By J. T. REA. 


Containing 730 pages with over 600 
illustrations. 

Cloth gilt. Price 16j- net 
(By post 16/9). 


The 6th edition which appeared in 1937 repre- 
sented quite a new undertaking, brought up-to- 
date in every way, including a large t of 
original memoranda, complete revision of prices, 
examples of analysis, and fresh details of costing, 
involving many thousands of figures, hundreds of 
calculations, and immense labour and research. 
Being self-contained, it avoids the weary hunt in 
other books for the vital, detailed knowledge 
which is usually hard, if not often impossible 
to find. 


B. T. BATSFORD, LTD. 
Architectural Publishers, 
15, North Audley St., London, W.1 


Large 8vo. 
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also at 


‘Phone : WAXLOW 2366 (8 lines). 





TAYLOR WOODROW 
CONSTRUCTION LTD. 


BUILDING AND 
CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 


London Office : 10, ST. GEORGE ST., W. 
SOUTHALL, MIDDX. 


and Branches throughout the country 


"Grams: ‘“‘Taywood, Southall.” 

















